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THIS NO. SHOULD BE PREFIXED TO THE ANSWER 


October 4, 1949. 


Very Reverend Angelus Delahunt, S.A. 
Father General 

Franciscan Friars of the Atonement 
Graymoor, Garrison, N.Y. 


Very Reverend and dear Father: 


On this joyous Feast of St. 
Francis of Assisi and on the Fiftieth Anniversary of 
the Founding of your Community I am pleased to inform 
you that our Most Holy Father, Pope Pius XII, has 
very graciously deigned to bestow his enecial Apostolic 
Benediction upon Father Ambrose Kenney, Teather Valentine 
Datty, Father Eric Tampe and Brother Donatus Saville, 
members of the Franciscan Friars of the Atonement who 
are departing to work in the new mission field of the 
Community in Japan. It is the express wish of the Holy 
Father that this Blessing be shared by the other members 
of the Congregation and by their relatives and friends 
who join with them on this occasion. 


While conveying this august message of the Sover- 
eign Pontiff I wish to add my own personal greetings 
and good wishes. I trust that this Blessing will bring 
with it many and abundant graces to strengthen and 
ha aicaiey hese missionaries in their apostolate. 


ete igentimente of esteem and highest personal 
oon .T,memain 


Sincerely yours in Christ, 


+ WA 4 C ctgeetbitns 
Ji 


Archbishop of Laodicea 
Apostolic Delegate 
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Jerusalem I will not rest until the JUST ONE comes forth as 
BRIGHTNESS, and her SAVIOUR be lighted as a LAMP.” 
Isaias LXII, 1. 










“For Sion'’s sake I will not hold my Peace and for the sake of « 
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THIS MONTH 
HR 


Two very important events in the his- 
tory of the Society of the Atonement oc- 
cur this month. On October 3, 1899, our 
Fr. Founder, Very Reverend Father Paul 
James Francis, S.A., first came to Gray- 
moor and made the Foundation of the 
Friars of the Atonement. On October 4, 
this year, the Feast of our Holy Father 
St. Francis we are sending our second 
band of foreign missionaries to Japan. 

We have delayed the publication of this 
issue of the Lamp so that we could give 
you a proper account of our Golden Jubi- 
lee and Departure ceremonies. Fortu- 
nately, we are able to include two of the 
sermons preached at that time, one by 
His Excellency Bishop McDonnell, and 
the other by our own Fr. Theophane Mur- 
phy, S.A. Next month we shall publish 
the sermon given by our good friend, Very 
Rev. Fr. Ignatius Smith, O. P. 

* * * 





His Excellency, the Most Reverend 
Thomas J. McDonnell Auxiliary Bishop 
of New York, has been a warm friend of 
Graymoor for many, many years. As Na- 
tional Director of the Society for the Pro- 
pagation of the Faith he has been of great 
assistance to us in establishing our mis- 
sions, particularly those in North Carolina 
and Japan. He has also been most gener- 
ous of his time and efforts in helping us 
to advance the work of the Chair of Unity 
Octave 

* * * 


Ordained in 1940 Fr. Theophane Mur- 
phy, S.A. taught Biology and Religion at 
ot. John's Atonement College, Graymoor. 
Shortly afterwards he was appointed Reg- 
istrar and inaugurated and completed the 
reorganization of the curriculum that led 
to the affiliation of our minor seminary 
with the Catholic University of America. 
\lways interested in preaching, he work- 
ed very closely.with Fr. Brendan Burns, 
S.A. in the formation of our Mission 
Band. He is a graduate of the Preacher’s 
Institute of the Catholic University and 
for the past four years has been travel- 
ling all over the country giving missions, 
retreats, tridua, novenas, and Lenten 





courses 
* * * 

Fr. Titus Cranny, S.A. has been as- 
signed to study for a Doctor's Degree in 
Sacred Theology He relinquishes his 
chaplaincy at Howard University to Fr. 
Ronald McGovern, S.A., who has been as- 
sistant circulation manager of The Lamp 
since his ordination. Since no one has 
been appointed to the post that Fr. Ron- 
ild vacates we shall just have to ask you, 

i u can interest 
zine and our 





uur subscribers, to sce if 
your friends in our mag 


work 
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The Very Reverend Father Angelus 
Delahunt, S.A., Superior General, wishes 
to express his appreciation and thanks for 
all the kind letters of felicitation on the 
Golden Jubilee that have been sent him 
by the Hierarchy, the clergy and the 
laity 








Golden Jubilee Program 


45h 42S 


Ocroser 4, Feast or St. Francis or Assis! 


10:30 A.M. 


SoLeMN Mass or THANKSGIVING 
Celebrant: 
V. Rey. Angelus Delahunt, S.A., Father General 


Deacon: 


V. Rev. Eugene Figueroa, S.A., Vicar General 


Subdeacon: 
V. Rev. Bonaventure Koelzer, S.A., 


Definitor General 


SERMON 
Very Reverenp Icnativs Smirn, O.P. 
Dean of the School of Philosophy 
Catholic University of America 


GoLvEN JuBILEE DINNER 12:30 P.M. 


Departure CEREMONIES” - - - 3:00 P.M. 


Officiating: V. Rev. Angelus Delahunt, S.A. 
Assisting: V. Rev. Eugene Figueroa, S.A. 
.'s 


Assisting: Rev. Bonaventure Koelzer, S.A. 


SERMON 


REVEREND THEOPHANE Murpny, S.A. 


Graymoor Mission Band 


PRESIDING 


His ExcetLency 
Most Reverenp Tuomas J. McDonnett, D.D. 
Auxiliary Bishop of New York 
National Director of 
The Society for the Propagation of the Faith 
Representing His Eminence, 
Francis Cardinal Spellman 


Ocroper 5 


Sotemn Mass or ReEQvuIEM 8:00 A.M. 
(For deceased Friars, Relatives and Benefactors) 


Celebrant: 
V. Rey. Raphael Grande, S.A., 
Ew-Father General 
Deacon: 
V. Rey. Thomas Condon, S.A., Definitor General 
Subdeacon: 
Rev. John Forest Tierney, a 
Secretary General 


SERMON 


Reverenn Terence Cummines, S.A. 


Ocrosner 6 


SoLeMN Mass ror Hoty FaAtruer anv BisHors 
8:00 A.M. 
(For intentions of Pope and Ordinaries of Dioceses 
in which Houses of Friars are established) 


Celebrant: 
V. Rey. Eugene Figueroa, S.A., Vicar General 
Deacon: 
V. Rev. Samuel Cummings, S.A., 
Definitor General 
Subdeacon: 
Rev. John Baptist Schaad, S.A. 


SERMON 


REVEREND NicHoLAs ABITANTE, S.A. 


Ocroser 7, Covenant Day 


SoLeEMN Mass ror WELFARE OF 
SoclETY OF THE ATONEMENT - 


8:30 AM. 
Celebrant: 

V. Rey. Angelus Delahunt, S.A., Father General 
Deacon: 

Rev. Alan Mohan, S.A., Father Guardian 
Subdeacon: 

Rev. Matthias Gilberg, S.A., Father Vicar 


SERMON 
Very RevereND FatrHerR GENERAL, S.A. 
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Feast of St. 
Francis of Assisi 


Dear Father General: 


Great consolation is mine as I send con- 
gratulations to you and to all the Friars of the 
Atonement as more of your sons and brothers in Christ 
are about to depart for foreign mission fields. This 
departure day is especially joyous for it coincides with 
the fiftieth anniversary of the actual foundation of your 
community, and I join my prayers with yours imploring 
the Lord to instill the spirit of your beloved Father 
Founder in his missionary sons as zealously they labor 
for the Church in fields afar, 


The missionary efforts manifested by the 
Church et this time and exemplified by this departure 
ceremony heave a special significance in attesting the 
unfailing love of the Church as she continues to inspire 
apostles in the cuest for souls. And even though there 
are today lands to which the Church cannot any longer send 
her sons because of persecution - lands where priests are 
hunted down, her temples pillaged, her flock dispersed 
underground or to the hills, this scene in our free 
and beloved America is another great and glorious 
demonstration to the world that the Church never ceases 
to fulfill her mission to vreech the Gosvel of Christ. 
As these sons of Graymoor devart it is my prayer that 
they will ever be witnesces to Christ's own charity, that 
their work in the missions will yield a bountiful harvest 
of souls, and that the blood of modern martyrs in 
persecuted lands may bring countless graces to these 
apostles and their disciples. 


Devotedly yours in Christ, 


AP Caner a/ 


~~ . 
Archbishop of New York 





V. Rev. Angelus Delahunt, 8.A., 
Franciscan Friars of the Atonement, 
Graymoor, Garrison, N.Y. 





THE WHITE HOUSE 
WASHINGTON 


September 9, 19,9 


Dear Father Angelus: 


Of happy significance is the approaching Golden 
Jubilee celebration of the founding of the Franciscan Friars 
of the Atonement, devoted from their inception to the cause 
of Christian unity. 


Perhaps the past decade, with its horrors of 
malice, anger and hatred among men and nations, has turned 
our thoughts to the need of a common front against all these 
forces of evil. We learned during the period of hostilities 
that men of diverse religious beliefs and spiritual allegiances 
could work together for the common good -- to maintain the 
morale of our defensive forces overseas and to alleviate 
hardships and suffering at home and abroad. 


Would that all who believe in the Ever Living and 
True God could preserve in these troublous days that spiritual 
unity which was such a mighty asset when the fighting war was 
at its height. 


It gives me great pleasure to extend to you and 
through you to all of your associates my hearty felicitations 
and warmest personal greetings. May God bless your efforts 
to exemplify in terms of the twentieth century the spirit and 
ideals of the gentle Saint of Assisi. 


Very sincerely yours 





Very Heverend Angelus Delahunt, S.A., 
Superior General, 

Franciscan Friars of the Atonement, 
Graymoor, 

Garrison, New York. 






































From the Vatican, Sept. 


My dear Father General, 


I take great pleasure in conveying to you and 
to all the members of your Congregation my congra- 
tulatory wishes on the occasion of the fiftieth 
anniversary of the arrival at Graymoor of the Fon- 
der of the Franciscan Friars of the Atonement,Fa- 
ther Paul. 


There are several reasons why I am particular- 
ly happy to take part in the celebration of this 
anniversary. In the providence of God, it was my 
cherished privilege to have been associated with 
the saintly Pontiff, Pius X, who received the Ga- 
moor community into the Church, and to have been 
@ close associate of His Eminence, Raphael Cardi- 
nal Merry del Val, of blessed memory, who ever ma- 
nifested such an affectionate and keen interest 
‘in the Society of the Atonement. More recently,it 
has given me great pleasure to have welcomed the 
Franciscan Friars of the Atonement to Rome, where 
they have been entrusted with the care of the 
Church of the Equestrian Order of the Holy Sepul- 
chre of Jerusalem, and where they have already 
given ample evidence of their zeal and piety. On 
this occasion I know that your whole Congregation’ 
has fully appreciated the sreat value of been 


allowed to fulfil an important spiritual ministry 
so very close to the See of Peter, to which all 
your Friars are always so faithfully attached. 


I join you in spirit in giving thanks to God 
and to the blessed Virgin Mary and I ask God's 
blessing and protection upon the Friars of the 
Atonement through the gracious intercession of 
the Seraphic Saint of Assisi. 


Yours sincerely in Jesus Christ 


Very Reverend Father 
F. Angelus DELAHUNT 
Father General of the Franciscan Friars 


of the Atonement 
(U.S.A.) GRAYMOOR, Garrison (New York) 
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Cardinal Spellman Cardinal Canali 





President Truman 


Cardinal Dougherty 
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A Letter from Our Gather General 
Lo Graymoor Benefactors 


FATHER GENERAL'S OFFICE 
GRAYMOOR, GARRISON, N. Y 
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roc leds the top of the mountai und aw f the first time the view 
hich has delighted th is of Graymoor \ tor me I imagined what 
ist ha been the feelings of Moses when from Mount Phasgo he beheld the 
romised Land, for even then I envisioned the f ur beloved 
Mountain. Rejoice with us therefore, dear friend »f all unite your 
prayers with ours that the day may be hastened may be found 
issionaries in all lands.” 
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that Silver Jubilee 


the Society of the At 


"We 1 
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On Father Paul further wrote, ike to think of 
nement under the figure of a great bird sustained in 
flight by two outstretched wings, one wing is the Prayer that sustains the 
Society and the other is the wing of Material Assistance on the part of the 
Faithful who have associated themselves with our Society. The Father Founder 


wants you to feel that you are as much an integral part of the Society of the 


QO 


5S 






Atonement as the wings are a part of the bird. He wants you to know how much 
the Society of the Atonement owes to the support which you have given to it 
by your prayers and alms.” 





y 


As the present Father General, I can only reiterate the above quoted 
words of Fr. Paul to express on behalf of the Society our deep and grateful 
thanks for your continued generosity and interest. Perhaps a few words about 
the growth of the Society since that day fifty years ago when Fr. Paul first 
saw Graymoor, may help you realize what your alms have, with God's help, made 
possible. 

In addition to the Motherhouse at Graymoor, there now exists the Holy 
Ghost Seminary in Washington, D. C., the St. Joseph's Friary and Novitiate at 
aranac Lake, New York, and opening next month, the new St. John’ 
for students 


s Preparatory 
for the priesthood in Montour Falls, New York. In ad- 





3 
Seminary 
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Jur misslonary work goes on among our colored brethren in the South; 





among the Mexican peons in Texas; among the In 
among the Japanese in Canada and in our newly- 


Northern Canada and 





in Japan itself 


The Chair of Unity Octave which Father Paul instituted here at Gray- 
moor has become world-wide in scope, being observed universally each year 
from January 18th to January 25th. 


Among the other works begun by Father Paul, the Missionary Society, 


o 


} 


"The Union That Nothing Be Lost", now aids missions and missionaries in 


On this Golden Jubilee then we have great cause to rejoice and to express 





ble thanks to Almighty God under whose guidance and inspiration the 





of our Society has been made possible through the generosity and inter- 








of you, our friends and benefactors. As a token of our gratitude for your 
benevolence, I will offer my Holy Mass every day for the entire month of 
October for you and your f living and deceased. 

May Our Lady of the Atonement intercede for you and obtain for you and 





fours the choicest blessings of her Divine Son. 


Devotedly in Jesus and Mary of the Atonement 


Fath, Ungellea a Ty 


Father General 





Very Rev. Angelus Francis, S. A. Very Rev. Fr. Paul Francis, S. A. Very Rev. Raphael Francis, S. A. 


(1949—) (1899—1940) (1940—1949) 
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Father Delahunt: 


[y dea 
ey you to accept for yourself and your Brethren 
nl nyratulations on the completion of a half century 
h ir community; and not only for the length of time 
th sin existence, but also, and chiefly, because, dur- 
ing short a period of time, you have prospered with 
God's help in your growth, your work, and your spread 
thy tdhout the world. 
lt is my hope and prayer that God may contin 
0 you and your undertakings. 
MD. Cardinal Dougherty 
Archbishop of Philadelphia 
* * * * 
Wy dear Father Angelus: 
fam happy to learn that on October 4th the Fran 
s Friars of the Atonement will mark the fiftieth 
mn ry of their foundation. 
am confident that a part of your beloved Fathe 
Paul's heavenly reward will be to see the steady growth 
f ations to the community he nursed through its 
infancy and youth, and the large number of mission 


houses established in many parts of the world to serve 


1s instruments of the work he planned for Christian 
unity 

Please accept, therefore, this expression of my 
heartfelt congratulations on this significant occasion and 
be assured of my prayers that Almighty God will con 
tinue to bless abundantly your growing community and 
rk 


ts % 
Me Edward Cardinal Mooney 

y Irchbishop of Detroit 
* * 


* * 


My dear Father General: 
* congratulate you and your Confreres on the Gold- 
en Jubilee of the foundation of your Congregation. Its 
growth and spread is most gratifying and a promise 
of greater and greater work for Holy Church. 
Me Samuel Cardinal Stritch 
Archbishop of Chicago 
* 


wl 


* * 


My dear Father Delahunt: 

In view of the fact that I am leaving in the near 
future for Ireland with some 500 pilgrims to bring to 
the United States the first Community of Trappist 
Nuns, it will not be possible for me to attend your jubi- 
lee celebration. Let me be numbered among those who 
are congratulating you on your magnificent accomplish- 
ments during the past fifty years. 

Wishing you continued blessings throughout the 
juture. 


+ 


toa 
7% 


mR. J. Cushing 
Archbishop of Boston 





My dear Father Delahunt: 

It is hard for me to realize that your Community 
is celebrating its Golden Jubilee. 

Wy association with the Community and its mem 
bers in the last half of its history has been more or less 
close, and I would enjoy participating with you and 
the celebration. However, this will 
have to be in spirit. 


your confreres in 
Praying for you and your members every blessing, 

Tam 

VWelntyre 


Los 


MH Francis A. 
Archbishop of Angeles 


:+ + « 
Dear Father Delahunt: 

Vay I take this opportunity to wish the Franciscan 
Friars of the Atonement every blessing on the comple- 
tion of their fifty years of Praying God that 
their great work for Church and country will be as suc- 
years to come as in the past. 

MH Patrick A. O'Boyle 

Archbishop of Washington 


SOVTVICE 


cessful in the 


* * * * 


Very Reverend and dear Father Angelus: 

I wish to extend my heartfelt congratulations and 
best wishes to you, and to all of the Friars, on the Gold- 
en Jubilee celebration of your foundation. You have 
gone a long way from the humble beginnings of fifty 
years ago. God has surely blessed the efforts of Father 
Paul James Francis, your Founder, and of all of you. 
The record and the growth of the past fifty years is one 
of which you may be justly proud. The good for souls 
that has been accomplished is beyond measure. It is my 
fervent prayer that this good will continue as the years 
go on, and that it will mount to even greater heights 
with the growth of the Friars of the Atonement. May 
God, and Our Blessed Mother, be ever with you in car- 
rying out your noble work for souls, and for the glory 
of God, and in opening new fields of endeavor as the 


) 


work progresses 

As much as I would like to be with all of you for 
the celebration, I find that it will not be possible due to 
the fact that I have a previous engagement. 

MH William T. McCarty C.S.S.R. 
Bishop of Rapid City 
xt > © 
Very Reverend and dear Father: 

I wish to express my great joy over the excellent 
growth and work of your Community. May the good 
Lord continue to provide you with His choicest bless- 
ings so that your fruitful work may continue. 

ML. J. Reicher, D. D. 
Bishop of Austin 











298 % = UT OMNES 
Dear Father Delahunt: 

Wy hearty congratulations to the Franciscan Friars 
of the Atonement on the occasion of the Golden Jubilee 
of thir foundation. This past half-century has indeed 
brought many blessings and gratifying progress to your 
congregation. 

[am happy to send you my blessing at this time of 
joyful celebration and only regret that I cannot be with 
you on October fourth to participate in the observance 
of the Golden Jubilee 

MH Edward F. Hoban 
Bishop of Cleveland 
* * * * 
Very Reverend and dear Superior General: 

It is a real delight and a pleasant duty to offer to 
your illustrious Franciscan Friars heartfelt 
gratulations on the Golden Jubilee of your foundation 


our con- 
ait Graymoor. 

You have been abundantly blessed by the Loving 
Saviour because of your seal and devotion to Holy 
Mother Church and your enduring labors to spread the 
true religion in memory of your saintly patron, St. 


Francis of Assisi. 

May your beloved Community be richly blessed 
with every good and perfect gift from Heaven not alone 
on this Golden Jubilee but all down through the years 
until you, one and all are united with your saintly patron 
in Heaven for all eternity. 

MH Joseph E. McCarthy 
Bishop of Portland 
‘ee ss 
Dear Father Angelus: 

Vay I not take this occasion to offer to you and 
the Franciscan Friars of the Atonement my heartfelt 
congratulations and the pledge of my prayers for your 
future prosperity. 

wa G. L. Leech 
Bishop of Harrisburg 
* * ok * 
Dear Father Delahunt: 

I keenly regret that I cannot be present on the 
Feast of Saint Francis of Assisi to join in the celebra- 
tion of the Golden Jubilee of the foundation of the 
Franciscan Friars of the Atonement. I have previous 
official engagements here in Boston which make it im- 
possible. 

With every blessing and cordial best wishes. 

MH John J. Wright 
Auxiliary Bishop of Boston 
: © So 
Dear Father Delahunt: 

While I cannot be with you on the occasion of the 
celebration of the Golden Jubilee of the foundation of 
your Community, I am delighted and pleased to send 
you blessings and greetings. It is my earnest wish that 
God will bless the Community and you personally, 

MH Walter A. Foery 
Bishop of Syracuse 








UNUM SINT 


Dear Father Delahunt: 

Congratulations on the really marvelous progress 
that you have made in fifty years. 

I regret that it will be impossible for me to a 
your kind invitation to the Golden Jubilec, but I know 
you will understand. 

I sincerely hope and pray that your Society will 
continue to progress and prosper. 

% Martin D. McNamara, D. 1D. 
Bishop of Joliet in Illinoi 


* ok * * 


Very Reverend dear Father: 

Vay I join your friends in congratulating you on 
the Golden Jubilee of your Foundation. I am suri 
have brought many blessings to the United States 
to other countries where you have laboured, 

I regret that I shall be unable to assist at the cere- 
mony. 


Ou 


and 


With best wishes for your continued spiritual and 
temporal success, 
MH Floyd L. Begin 
Auxiliary Bishop of Cleveland 
‘e+ 6 4 


Dear Father Delahunt: 

Permit me to congratulate you on the golden jubi- 
lee of the foundation of the Franciscan Friars of the 
eltonement. 

I am acquainted with the work of your community 
both in Rome and in the United States. The good Lord 
has blessed your many sacrifices and I know that He 
will continue to shower His blessings upon you and to 
enlarge your field of service in His holy cause. 

Dd Ralph Ls Hayes 
Bishop of Davenport 
‘e+ @&-< 


Very Reverend and dear Father: 

While an engagement with the Franciscans of the 
Diocese of Buffalo will deprive me of the pleasure of 
joining with you at Graymoor in your Mass of thanks- 
giving on October 4th, I want to assure you that I shall 
be present in spirit and shall unite my prayers with 
yours. 

The hand of God is not shortened in thes days. 
There is always new work to be done, and God inspires 
the right workers to do it. In the case of the Friars of 
the Atonement, He inspired an Anglican Community, 
and today Holy Mother Church rejoices with 


you im 

fifty years of glorious achievement. 
I am particularly pleased that your Society has 
taken up work in Japan. The grace of God has poured 


forth in abundance in that country now, and as an 
American, I rejoice that our own priests are h 
generous share in the work of conversion. 


wing a 


May God's blessing continue to be with your Com- 
munity for the century to come. , 
MH John F. O'Hara C.S.C. 
Bishop of Buffalo 
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Very Reverend dear Father 


You may be 


Angelus: 
assured that I should enjoy the preci- 
ous privilege of participating in the sacred and signifi- 
Jubilee 
October if I were free to do so. 
hope, from present prospects, to be favored with 
an opportunity of leaving for Vatican City to satisfy 
the requirements of my Ad Limina visit about that time. 
Vo other engagement would deny me the blassing 


cant ceremonies of the observance in eariy 


of joining in your Jubilee observance. 
~~ You may be assured that I shall be mindful in my 
own \lass and prayers particularly of your beloved and 
revered Founder, Father Paul James Francis, on Octo- 
ber fourth and during the octave of the observance and 
I shall ask God to continue to bless abundantly Father 
Paul's companions in religion, those who so edifyingly 
and blessedly, fruitfully fulfill his pious aspirations for 
the welfare of souls at home and abroad and for the 
extension of the spiritual Kingdom of God among men. 
Permit me to extend sincerest felicitations to you 
and your religious confreres from the clergy, religious, 
people and myself of the Diocese of Brooklyn, and ut 
the same time the prayerful hope that God ell cor 
tinue to guide and guard you all in the fulfillment of 


your own vocational aspirations and the performance 


of the works of corporal and spiritual mercy in behalf 
of others. 
wk Thomas E. Molloy 
Bishop of Brooklyn 


* * * * 


My dear Father 

It was a great joy to receive your letter of August 
Golden Jubil 
Vany blessings have come 
tous in the United States from the zealous and sacri 
ficing labors of the Franciscan Friars of the Atone- 
ment. Il”e can rejoice that this work of love in the serv- 
ice of Christ and His Church is being extended to other 
portions of the vineyard. 

I offer my own fervent prayers of thanksgiving on 
this joyous occasion and assure you my Holy Mass will 
petition God to shower His abundant grace on all fu- 
ture undertakings of the devoted Franciscans of Gray- 
moor. 


Angelus: 


3ist announcing the celebration of the 
of Graymoor’s foundation. 


With my blessing, 
MH Michael J. Ready 
Bishop of Columbus 
* * ¢ 6 


Dear Father Angelus: 

The news of the growth of your community is very 
gratifying in view of the many needs in the home and 
foreign mission field and I extend my cordial felicita- 
tions on the occasion of the Golden Jubilee of the 
foundation of the Franciscan Friars of the Atonement. 

With every best wish and my blessing on you and 
the community, 

MH Joseph M. Gilmore 

Bishop of Helena 


UNUM 








SINT o% 
Wy dear Father Delahunt: 

I wish that it were possible for me to assist at the 
Golden Jubilee celebration of the Friars of the Atone- 
ment planned for next month. Unfortunately, however, 
I shall not be able to be there 

The extraordinary growth of the Order within the 
short span of fifty years, both as to members and as to 
activities, attests to innumerable blessings received from 
Our Heavenly Father and to truly sealous cooperation 
with His graces. 

Surely this anniversary is an occassion calling for 
the solemn expression of thanksgiving, and for rededi- 
cation of the community to the seal and vigor that have 
always characterized it. be sure that I shall 
join my prayers on October 4 to the many others being 
offered in gratitude to Almighty God and in petition 
for continued blessings. 

Assuring you of my best wishes, I am with my 


You may 


blessing. 
MH Karl J. Alter, DD. 
Bishop of Toledo 
* * * * 
Dear Father General: 

I learn with gratification of the forthcoming Gold- 
en Jubilee of the Foundation of the Franciscan Friars 
and 
freres on the attainment of this milestone in the history 


of the Atonement. I rejoice with you your con- 
of your esteemed Congregation, and to your prayers 
and those of your associates add my own that God may 
bless your Community and expand its influence for 
good during the years to come. 

With a blessing on you and all the members of 
your Congregation 

MH Edmund F. Gibbons 
Bishop of Albany 
* * * * 
Very Reverend and dear Father: 

I have your letter reminding me of the Golden 
Jubilee of the coming to Graymoor of the late Rev. Paul 
James Francis, and I hasten to send to you my warmest 
congratulations and best wishes for the continued 
growth of your Communityy. 

My memory takes me back, in a most distinct man- 
ner, to the time that Father Paul made his submission 
to Rome. 

With a blessing, 

mJ. F. Noll 
Bishop of Fort Wayne 
ee 2 
Dear Father Angelus: 

With your many friends I offer my congratula- 
tions and best wishes on this happy and historic occa- 
SION, 

Wishing God's blessing upon your Apostolate, I 
remain, with sentiments of esteem and cordial good 
wishes. 

MK William P. O’Conner 
Bishop of Madison 
(Continued from page 311) 


1899 - - - 1949 


A. 
Gi 
Years 


By DeSales Standeruich, 8.A. 





The Father Founder shortly before his death with a member of 
the community in quiet meditation at the foot of the Corpus 


NDER the Founder, Fr. Paul James Francis, who 
lived to see the fortieth anniversary of the Society 
of the Atonement, many of the activities of Gray- 

moor were begun. Upon his death in 1940, many of these 
activities had grown and expanded to become stable parts 
of the life at Graymoor. These activities were the fruits 
of Fr. Paul’s love for Christ and His Church. Fr. Paul 
had struggled all his early life with the problem of the 
True Church of Christ, but once he had found it, with 
the zeal of a saint and the vision of a prophet, he insti- 
tuted works and endeavors by which the cause of Christ 
could be furthered. God blessed the Founder’s efforts; 
the works took root, the endeavors succeeded. The Society 
of the Atonement continued on in the spirit of Fr. Paul 
and God has constantly blessed it with success. The 
example and drive and all-embracing zeal of Fr. Paul 
fired the members of his Society to serve Christ and His 
Church faithfully and completely. To this end, new ideas 
came to the fore and fructified and the Society of the 
Atonement, now celebrating its Fiftieth Anniversary, has 
behind it a glorious record. 


Our Monthly Magazine, The Lamp 


In 1901, Fr. Paul, then a minister, preached a sermon 


Christi Cross on the Mount of the Atonement. 


in a Long Island Episcopal church on the Primacy of the 
Pope which to his Protestant audience savored of heresy 
and of definite leanings towards Rome and which imme 
diately closed all Episcopalian pulpits to him. The Arch: 
deacon of the parish had abruptly closed the sermon by 
standing up and interrupting Fr. Paul with the words, 
“Let your light shine before men,” a signal for the collec 
tion to be taken up. Those were, in a way, prophetic 
words, With every pulpit closed to him, and still with a 
burning desire to preach the truth, Fr. Paul preached his 
“heresy” in a magazine which he had established in 1903 
under the title of The Lamp. Before his conversion, he 
defended the position of the Church of Rome and the 
Papacy in articles and editorials. Such a magazine received 
little support from the majority of Episcopalians and its 
continuance was due to the self-sacrifice of the Sisters of 
the Atonement who begged money on the streets to pay 
for it and sold it during those trying years. After his con 
version, he continued the publication of The Lamp with 
ecclesiastical approval and dedicated it to the ideal of 
Christian unity and the missions. Through its pages 
knowledge of the Society and Graymoor spread through’ 
out the country and the magazine, with Fr. Paul himself 
as the editor and frequent contributor, gained many 
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friends who soon came to admire the Founder greatly. 
When Fr. Paul died, the new Superior General, Fr. 
Raphael, appointed Fr. Dunstan as its editor. The Lamp 
continued its work of clarifying the issues that lay be 
hind the problem of Christian unity, and Fr. Dunstan 
pointed many articles towards the separated Eastern 
Churches, a phase of unity that is often neglected. Fr. 
Samuel, the present editor, is working diligently to build 
up the subscription list and maintain the high quality of 
the magazine with the hope that Graymoor may acquiré 
many new and steadfast friends. 

In the past years, The Lamp has had some noteworthy 
authors as its regular contributors. Liam Brophy, Anne 
Tansey, Stanley B. James, H. C. McGuiness, Rita K. 
O'Neill, Lynn Alexander, Theodore Vermilye and many 
others have all helped to keep Lamp readers well-informed 
on major topics of the day viewed from the Catholic view 
point, and to entertain them with their short stories and 
poems. At the present time, with so many of our priests 
the ideal is to have 
these priests write for The Lamp, giving the readers the 


engaged in varying kinds of work 


Catholic doctrine on the issues facing our country and 
the world, in the hope that knowledge of the truth will 
destroy the bigotry of ignorance. 

Graymoor is one of the very few religious communities 
that possesses its own printing plant. Located in Peeks- 
kill, N. Y., the plant is staffed by lay-people, compositors, 
pressmen, secretaries, file-clerks, etc. In general charge 
of the printing plant is Mr. Thomas J. O'Connell who has 
worked there for the past thirty-two years. In 1934, 





The Cloister Walk at Graymoor 
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The Minor Seminary at Grayvmoor 


Mr. O'Connell, well-equipped because of his long associa- 
tion with Graymoor and previous experience in the Cath- 
olic publishing field, wrote and published in The Lamp 
a brief history of the Society of the Atonement 


St. Christopher’s Inn 


Following the ideal of Franciscan charity and hospital- 
ity, Fr. Paul, in the early days on the Mount of the 
Atonement, 
or clothing. Some sought shelter too; not only for a night, 
but for 


never turned away a wayfarer seeking food 


a longer, indefinite period. So great was the 
Founder's care for these homeless ones, that he gave per- 
mission to six men to use as a shelter a new, large chicken 
coop that had just been built. In time, an Inn, dedicated 
to St. Christopher, the patron of travelers and wayfarers, 
was built to house fifty men. The depression came along 
and the number of men increased. Another Inn, in the 
Spanish style of architecture, was built and equipped to 
hold ninety beds. In recent years the older Inn building 
had to be taken down because it was not considered safe 
because of its age and frame construction. 

A poor wayfaring man just coming off the road can go 
to St. Christopher's Inn, regardless of his nationality, 
creed or color, and be given food and lodging for a night 
or longer, and any needed clothing—even medical atten- 
tion by a resident physician. All that is asked of him is 
that, if able, he do some work that may be available. For 
recreation, there is pool-playing, television, radio, weekly 
movies, and for those so inclined, a library of interesting 
books. 

For the Catholics, and for anyone else who would like 
to attend, daily Mass is said at a convenient hour; in the 
evening the men gather for chapel service and the Miracu- 
lous Medal Novena in which they pray for the intention 
of their benefactors. There is a priest always on duty 
from whom the men may seek advice and counsel if they 
desire. 

The average stay of a man is two weeks; some stay a 
shorter time, others longer, although permanent guests are 
not welcomed. Most all of the men have seen only the 
very hard side of life. At Graymoor, they live in an 
atmosphere of peace and quiet which affords them a 
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The new Saint John’s Atonement Seminary at Montour Falls, N. Y. 


chance to restore their energies and mental equilibrium. 
Some are given work at which they are particularly 
adept, and finding a new interest in life, have left Gray- 
moor to take up their responsibilities in the world once 
more. Rehabilitation or conversion to the Catholic Faith 
are not the specific aims of St. Christopher's Inn. If one 
or both take place, the Friars rejoice; if neither, then they 
pray. Some of the men have died at Graymoor and have 
been laid to rest with a fitting burial and are not left 
for the Potter’s Field as so many other poor unfortunates. 

St. Christopher’s Inn has received frequent praise from 
officials and inspectors in the Department of Social Wel- 
fare of the State of New York, for its cleanliness, and the 
spirit of Christian charity and kindliness in which it is 
conducted. In the year just past, the Inn gave 26,000 one- 
night lodgings, and served over 90,000 meals. In addition, 
innumerable articles of clothing donated by friends of 
Graymoor were distributed to those in need of habili- 
ment. 

St. Christopher’s Inn is another of those living wit- 
nesses of the Church's fruitfulness in good works, giving 
scope to the charitable efforts of Catholics to help all 
those who are in need or who are suffering. 

The Minor Seminary 

For over twenty-five years now, the building erected at 
Graymoor with the money given by John Reid has served 
as St. John’s Atonement College, the preparatory semi- 
nary for the Society. Every priest now in the Society is 


familiar with its classrooms, its library, its dormitories, its 
refectories. But age and use has made it insufficient. Its 
biggest disadvantage is its smallness: this has prevented 
the Society from taking in any more than fifty boys at 
one time, and accounts for the lack of priestly personnel 
in earlier days. But St. John’s did its task well; laymen, 
such as Mr. Charles Schultz, Mr. William Ford, Mr. Bart 
Lacey (now a professor at the Catholic University of 
America) and Mr. Fred Hanrath lived at Graymoor and 
instructed the young seminarians in Latin, Greek, Mathe- 
matics, History, and French. Graymoor depended much 
on these fine men because it could not supply the teach: 
ers it needed itself. In recent years, however, priests have 
come from the Major Seminary in Washington equipped 
to handle these subjects, and so the faculty is now com 
posed exclusively of Graymoor Friars. 


Within the past seven years, Very Rev. Father Ra 
phael, S.A., has been on the outlook for a suitable loca- 
tion for a new Minor Seminary. Many possible sites and 
buildings were investigated but none was really adequate. 
That is, until quite by accident, some of the Friars heard 
of a former Protestant school for sale at Montour Falls, 
near Watkins Glen in New York State. Cardinal Spell: 
man generously gave his consent, and Father Raphael 
appointed Father David to complete the purchase. It is 
true that many repairs had to be made on the building; 
but the Seminary, after it is completed within the next 
month, combined with the location, the grounds, and 
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the gymnasium, will be a tribute to the foresight and 
enduring spirit of Father Paul who would have rejoiced 
to sce the day when the preparatory seminary of the 
Society of the Atonement will easily and comfortably 
accommodate more than one hundred and fifty young 
men aspiring to the Atonement priesthood. 


The Major Seminary 


After Father Paul entered the Church, he spent some 
time at Dunwoodie Seminary in New York studying 
Catholic Theology in preparation for his ordination to 
the priesthood. As the Society grew, he brought instruc- 
tors to Graymoor to teach the young men who were 
studying there. Many of these professional instructors. 
sacrificed themselves by giving their time and their labors 
to the education of priests-to-be. Father Anselm had taken 
his theology with the Capuchins, the Friars Minor at 
St. Bonaventure’s, Alleghany, N. Y., and at the Catholic 
University in Washington. Fathers Gabriel and Leo 
studied at Graymoor under Father Van Sever. Within 
a few years, however, accommodations at Graymoor were 
inadequate, and the Founder had to start thinking of 
another house where he could place the Major Seminary. 
While studying in Washington, Father Anselm was 
commissioned by the Father Founder to look for a good 
site or house. Father Anselm inquired into the Robinson 
Mansion, about five minutes’ walk from the Catholic 
University. Father Paul saw the property and decided to 
purchase it. Some thought this move was uncalled-for 
since actually Father had no money to pay for the prop- 
erty or the building. But spiritual men live and act ac- 
cording to higher principles, different from those of ordi- 
nary men. The Founder appealed to the friends of Gray- 
moor, to the army of Lamp subscribers, not once, but 
many times through the years, and he was able to meet 
all the payments, and also, when needed, to make addi- 
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tions to the building, such as the refectory, the chapel, 
and an extra dormitory. 

This Seminary has enabled the Society for twenty-five 
years to allow its clerics to share in perhaps the finest 
Catholic educational facilities in America—the Catholic 
University. The Philosophical and Theological Depart- 
ments have on their staffs the leaders and masters in 
their respective fields. Many of our priests have obtained 
a Licentiate degree in Theology, and some are working 
for the Doctorate; others have obtained degrees in Mathe- 
matics, English, History, Biology, Philosophy, Religion, 
and Latin. 

One important aspect of the property in Washington 
must not be overlooked: of all the seminaries in and 
around the Catholic University, the Society of the Atone- 
ment has probably the largest and certainly the most en- 
stretches of tall, 
trees keep the world and noise out, and insure the privacy 


closed grounds; beautiful magnificent 
of the Friars. They help to give that peace and quiet 
necessary for prayer and study. Thus, all in all, the full 
benefits of this original purchase by Father Paul cannot 
be estimated. However, we must admit that there are 
some disadvantages even to circumstances such as these: 
that is why every Order and Society looks forward to the 
day when it will have its own schools of Philosophy and 
Theology. That day is not too far away for Graymoor 
priests are acquiring higher degrees to 
equip them to teach these difficult subjects. Again, the 
school at Montour Falls should, within a few years, be 


because many 


turning out many candidates for the Major Seminary— 
too many to be housed in Washington. 
Saranac Lake 
The Community at Graymoor was growing rapidly; 


more room was needed for priests and brothers; and it 
was, besides, a little inconvenient to have the novitiate 





St. Joseph’s Friary and Novitiate at Saranac Lake N. Y. 
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Atonement Seminary of the Holy Ghost, Washington, D. C. 


right at the Motherhouse because of the frequent pil 
grimage:, and the great amount of work being carried on 
at Graymoor. In 1939, a large estate with a roomy and 
substantial house was purchased to be used as the noviti- 
ate. Located on the side of a mountain overlooking Sara- 
nac Lake in upper New York State, it was ideal for its 
purpose, that of introducing young men into the ways 
of silence and prayer so necessary a part of the religious 
life. Every Atonement friar makes a one or two year 
novitiate, a time in which he abstains from all study of 
the arts and sciences and outside activity, devoting himself 
instead to a consideration of the vows, the Constitutions 
of the Society, and the methods of prayer and medita- 
tion. The climate is most healthful, and the grandeurs 
of nature in that particular spot help the novices in 
leading their life of prayer and silence. 

The building can house eight priests, several lay-broth- 
ers, and about thirty novices. It was originally bought to 
substitute for St. John’s Atonement College at Graymoor, 
but it proved too small. The property around the house 
is extensive and has been cultivated by the novices into 
beautiful gardens and also a small truck farm for veg- 
etables. The novices use the hill on which the house is 
built as an excellent ski-slide in the winter. This house, 
like the Seminary in Washington, is a full-fledged Friary; 
it is ruled by a Father Guardian, now Father Andrew who 
is also the Novice-Master, and a Friary Council. In this 
house, as a Friary, there is a strict obligation for the 
daily recitation in choir of the whole Divine Office to 
foster the spirit of the religious life and to accustom the 
cleric novices to know and to love what will be one of 
the main obligations of their priesthood later on. 


St. Onofrio’s in Rome 


There is certainly no existent law on the matter, but 
every Society naturally and fittingly desires to have a 
house in the Eternal City where it can feel itself close 
to the Center of Catholicism. Our Father Founder knew 
this feeling and in the 1930's had tried unsuccessfully to 
establish a house there. But the designs of God are always 
providential. For Father Paul would then have had to 
build his own church, and that in a marshy section of 
the city. In 1945, Cardinal Canali, in charge of the 
Sacred Penitentiary in Rome, and Governor of Vatican 
City, sent a request to the Holy Father that the Church 
of St. Onofrio on the Janiculum Hill, Seat of the Knights 
of the Holy Sepulchre, be entrusted to the Friars of the 
Atonement. Pope Pius XII graciously granted the request 
and the Friars took possession of the church and mon: 
astery. The church is one of the monuments of Rome, 
known for its splendor and antiquity. Father Bonaventure 
Koelzer, S.A., who had studied in Rome a few years 
previously, was appointed Superior of the house. Under 
him were several priests and seminarians studying higher 
Theology in preparation for degrees. 

Correspondence Course in Christian Doctrine 

One of the little known and least publicized works at 
Graymoor is the Correspondence Course in Christian 
Doctrine. Started a few years ago at St. Christopher's Inn 
by Father Patrick, it has brought many people into the 
True Church. Many non-Catholics, either through The 
Lamp or the Ave Maria Hour, or perhaps as a result of 
a pilgrimage to Graymoor, write asking for various 
kinds of information about the Catholic Faith. The Friars 
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A Religious procession at the Monastery 


invite them, without cost to themselves, to take a series 
f instructions, by mail, on the Catholic Religion. They 
take periodic examinations and their papers are corrected 
at Graymoor; particular points, troublesome to different 
people, are explained at length. These courses are so 
arranged that they prepare a person completely for en 
trance into the Catholic Church. When one has com 
pleted the course and expressed a desire to become a 
Catholic, 
apostolic work, introduces the interested party by mail 
to the local pastor, no matter where he may be living in 
the United States, so that the Sacrament of Baptism may 
te conferred, and the person may begin living his Catholic 


Father Matthias, now in charge of this truly 


parochial life. Since its beginning, 9CO courses have been 
wnducted; about 200 of these have resulted in a con 
version to the Church. Father Matthias calls his desk and 
typewriter his parish, because through them he is leading 
wuls to their true home. 


The Union That Nothing Be Lost 


In December, 1904, Father Paul, while still an Angli- 
an clergyman, awoke in his room at five o'clock in the 
soul 






































Moning, hearing in his those words of Christ, 
“Gather up the fragments that remain, lest they be lost.” 
He said to himself, “If the Christians of America could 
® trained to save for the foreign missions the fragments 
they care essly throw away, or the many millions of dol- 
as they waste or squander in ways that do not profit, 
“amy of missionaries sufficient to conquer the pagan 
world could b> supplied with all the materials needed for 
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Church of San Onofrio in Rome 


their missionary conquest.” He thought over this idea 
for a long time, but it took seven years for the rule and 
constitutions of the Union-That-Nothing-Be-Lost to be 
formulated and put into working order to bring the idea 
into practical reality. 

John Reid of Waterbury, Connecticut, became the 
first member by giving to the Union five thousand, two 
hundred dollars; to Father Paul these figures easily be- 
came symbolic of the five barley loaves and two fishes 
which Christ multiplied and then commanded their frag- 
ments to be gathered up. The spirit of the Union-That- 
Nothing-Be-Lost spread over the country rapidly and 
donations began pouring in for the missions. In 1918 the 
Union-That-Nothing-Be-Lost was incorporated under the 
laws of the State of New York with the following object: 
“A missionary and charitable organization co-operating 
with the Society of the Atonement and having for its 
two-fold object corporal works of mercy and the salva- 


tion of souls. In furtherance of these ends it enjoins upon 
its members becoming self-denial and a holy simplicity of 
living, in conformity with their state in life, that nothing 
be lost which might be employed in extending the King- 
dom of God or in ministering to the sick and the poor.” 

Jn the past years, the Union-That-Nothing-Be-Lost has 


sent on an average of $100,000 a year to the foreign mis- 


sions of almost every country in the world: China, Japan, 
India, Asia Minor, Africa, and the islands of the sea. It 
has helped to build churches, schools, and hospitals for 
the benefit of the poor and at the same time greatly eased 
the burdens of the missionaries. 
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Through the Union-That-Nothing-Be-Lost its members 
give back to the work of God a part of their substance. In 
doing so they not only share very actively in the work of 
missioners throughout the world, but they are constantly 
laying away treasure in heaven. Each year thousands of 
Masses are said for their intentions. On three continents 
of the globe, the Friars remember them each day in a 
*“Vouchsafe, 
we beseech Thee, Almighty God, to strengthen and con 
firm all the faithful, especially Thy servants of the Union- 
That-Nothing-Be-Lost. Lift them up more and more con- 


beautiful prayer composed by Father Paul 


tinually to Heavenly things, granting them to walk before 
Thee in holiness and justice all their days and finally to 
depart in peace and die in the Lord.” 


Feast of Our Lady of the Atonement 


It is interesting to note how many important events in 
the history of the Society of the Atonement have co- 
incided with the prominent festivals of Our Lady. For 
instance, the Name of the Society was discovered on the 
Octave of the Feast of the Visitation of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary. Reverend Mother Foundress of the Sisters’ 
community first came to Graymoor on the Octave of the 
Feast of the Immaculate Conception and, one week pre- 
vious, on the Feastday itself, the Chaplain who was to 
minister to the Sisters reached Graymoor. The Friary 
ground was broken on Our Lady’s Birthday in 1900 and 
the building was dedicated in honor of the Dogma of the 
Immaculate Conception on December 8th. From the very 
early days Father Paul addressed the Blessed Virgin as 
Our Lady of the Atonement, and he considered it a very 
special and a very proper title since Mary is so inti- 
mately related to Christ’s redemptive work and since, 
in the act itself of Atonement on the Cross, Christ gave 
His Mother to us, the redeemed. 

No wonder then that the Mount of the Atonement re- 
sounded to the Friars’ joy when, in April 1948, the Holy 
Father approved a special Mass and Office for the Feast 
of Our Lady of the Atonement, July 9th. Before this, the 
Friars had often invoked Mary under this title and had 
a private Litany of Our Lady of the Atonement. Then, 
the Sacred Congregation of Rites permitted July 9th to 
be raised to the rank of a double of the first class, and 
to have this Mass and Office dedicated especially to her 
Father Founder, and every Friar after him, had and has 
lasting devotion to Our Lady of the Atonement. Through 
her intercession, many great favors and benefits have 
been obtained; now for the future, the Friars can give 
her special and signal honor on her glorious Feast Day, 
July 9th. 


Mission Band 


“A preaching order in the Anglican Communion like 
the Paulist Fathers’—this was what Father Paul felt the 
Anglicans needed. He did not lose this ideal when the 
Society he founded came into the Catholic Church. He 
himself was a vigorous, forceful preacher, and even up 
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was still active, 
His favorite 
Atonement, 

redemption from sin and Satan by Christ’s Death on the 
Cross and the mark of Unity in the Catholic Church 
Father Paul encouraged public speaking for his seminar 


to his last year of life, he inspiring and 


zealous in giving a sermon sermon-topics 


were the doctrine of the that is, man’s 


ians so that they would be capable preachers upon their 
ordination. But it was not until the 1940's that the Society 
able t 
preaching apostolate. 


do anything in the line of an organized 
that time, the few 


priests could only devote themselves occasionally to giving 


Was 


Previous to 


Retreats and Triduums, or speaking on special occasions, 
Then, under Fr. Brendan Burns, a Mission Band of eight 
priests was formed, for the sole purpose of giving mis 
sions to the Catholic people in parish churches. These 
men were especially selected because of the training they 
had received; many of them had preached in public parks 
on numerous occasions for the Catholic Evidence Guild 
all of them had taken the Preachers’ Institute Course at 
the Catholic University, a preaching course taught by 
Catholic Church in 
America, notably Very Rev. Ignatius Smith, O.P., and 
Rev. John Schultz, C.SS.R. These missioners of the So 
ciety met with great success within a short time; and 
they attribute their success to the Holy Hour of Atone- 
Feeling the 
need of reparation for past sins, people everywhere have 


the outstanding preachers of the 


ment with which they close every mission 


joined in this Holy Hour conducted by the missioners 


with a zeal and fervor that is most edifying. 


At the present time, a new group of missioners is ready 
to start their work in this fruitful field for souls; they 
taken the Institute at the 
University, and the Community is ready to fortify them 


also have Preachers’ course 
with prayers. 
Ave Maria Hour 


In his seminary days, Father Anselm, S.A., had a 
desire to sing all the Ave Marias composed by great 
musicians. This, Father Anselm says, is the small seed 
that ultimately blossomed into the Ave Maria Hour on 
the radio. The idea of a possible radio program stuck in 
his mind in the early days of his priesthood, and in 
1927, he broached the subject of broadcasting the St. An 
thony Novena from Graymoor, but his idea was not 
accepted because of the expense involved. In 1935, after 
the present St. Christopher's Inn was completed, Father 
Anselm, then in charge of it, was reading the book, the 
Glories of Mary, by St. Alphonsus Liguori. He was 
struck deeply by the story of St. Mary of Egypt, and in 
his imagination, he could see and hear actors dramatizing 
that story over the radio for the world to hear. He went 
to Station WOR in New York, made preliminary ar’ 
rangements for a script-writer and actors, and that sum 
mer, in 1935, on a Sunday afteroon, the first Ave Mara 
Hour, with the life of St. Mary of Egypt was broadcast. 
The Father Founder spoke on that first program, the con 
tinuing purpose of which is to spread a knowledge of 
and devotion to the Blessed Mother, and to bring inspira’ 
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tion and solace by dramatizing the lives of the Saints for 
overburdened with the trials of life. The program 
videly acclaimed and continues to maintain a high 


heart 
was 
rating for the excellence of its program. Donations are 
ent in to Graymoor to sustain the program and to pay 
for the records through which it becomes available to 
radio stations all over the United States. 

When Father Anselm was changed from St. Christo- 
pher's Inn in 1938, he had spread the Ave Maria Hour 
to 164 stations. Subsequent directors of the Inn and of 
the radio program have extended that number. Father 
Patrick, Father Michael, Father Andrew and Father Rob- 
ett have had charge of it. Two years ago, Father Terence 
was appointed its Director. The number of stations carry- 
ing this weekly dramatization of the Lives of the Saints 
is now well over three hundred, most of them in this 
wuntry, but some across the seas too. The popularity 
f the program certainly is due not only to the prayers 
f our good people, but it is also due to the splendid 
stipt-writers who have been working faithfully for many 
ears, and to the cast-director, Mr. Peterson, who makes 
ertain he gets the best possible actors for parts that will 
uit them. Many of these have long been associated with 
the Ave Maria Hour, and the organist, Mr. George Shack- 
ey, has the enviable record of never missing one broad 
ast all the time he has worked for the program, Perhaps 
re than any other single work, the Ave Maria Hour 
as made the Friars of Graymoor more widely known and 
ved Catholic non-Catholic alike 
jraymoor receives many letters daily congratulating the 


by thousands, and 
friars on their program, and saying that people are pray 
ag to the Holy Spirit that He 


ontinue this work of bringing 


would inspire them to 
into the homes of the 
wople the marvelous lives of those who fulfilled Christ's 
deal in a sinful and suffering world. 


Our Various Missions 
Texas 


Around 1916, Father Campbell, pastor of a small 
durch in Hereford, Texas, began writing to Father Paul, 
wking for missionary helpers. Some Sisters and Friars 
{the Atonement were sent to aid this pastor and in 
(20, after Father Campbell's health had failed and the 
pirish had been without a resident priest for two years, 
te Friars made their foundation in Texas. Father Sal- 
vitor de Giovanni, S.A., built a church out of the old 
Courthouse, a task finished only in 1922. Father Campbell 
ud called the parish St. Anthony of Padua, and the 
Atonement Friars had the church dedicated to this great 
fanciscan Saint by the Bishop of Dallas, the Most Rev. 
| P. Lynch, D.D., on the Saint's feast-day, June 13. 
fther Paul himself celebrated the Mass at this dedication 
ceremony. 
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Rather Salvator was pastor until 1932 when Father 
Matthias Gilberg, S.A., took his place. Father Matthias 
ud to see the parish through difficult times and struggled 
“perately to keep the school, begun in 1917, from being 
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the Sisters of the 
Atonement gave it up since formal education in grade 
schools is not part of their apostolate. Father Nathaniel 
Madden, S.A., succeeded Father Matthias in 1937 and 
was pastor until Father Albert Heald, S.A., was ap- 
pointed in 1943. Father Dominic Kenny, $.A., is now 
pastor. 


abandoned. It was saved, although 


Last year, St. Anthony’s parish celebrated its silver 
jubilee. The progress made in these years has been great, 
with the growth and development of many splendid parish 
organizations to meet the needs of the increased number 
of Catholics. The latest report from Hereford is that the 
Friars and parishioners are working on plans for a new 
and larger church because the present one is too small 
for the parish’s needs. 


Canada 


The conversions made by the Sisters of the Atonement 
among the Japanese in Vancouver, British Columbia 
(Canada), had increased to such an extent that in 1932 
His Excellency, Archbishop Duke, invited the Father 
Founder to send Atonement priest to establish a 
Japanese parish within the city proper and, assisted by 
the Graymoor Sisters, to extend the work among the 
Father Benedict, S.A., 
was the first priest to go, and he labored there success- 
fully for many years. The missions in Vancouver and 
Lulu Island were flourishing until 1942. At that time, in 
Vancouver, 


an 


Japanese to a neighboring island 


the white population stirred up rumors 
against the supposed treachery of the Japanese, who then 
appealed to their pastor for help. Knowing they would 
be forced to move, the pastor searched around for a place 
inland where they might settle. He found Greenwood. 
Twelve hundred Japanese, mostly non-Catholic, followed 
the priest and the Japanese Catholics and settled in this 
new home. The Society of the Atonement has been espe- 
cially blessed by God in the two young Japanese men who 
were ordained to the holy priesthood several years ago, 
Father Peter Baptist, $.A., and Father Peter Damian, 
S.A., now pastors in our missions in Japan. 

In 1933, Father Augustine Walsh, S.A., was sent to 
Our Lady of the Atonement Church at Smoky Lake, in 
the archdiocese of Edmonton, Canada. Then, recently, in 
1947, the Bishop of Nelson in British Columbia, the Most 
Rev. Martin Johnson, D.D., asked for some missionary 
priests from Graymoor. Father Bernardine Watson, S.A., 
and Father John Baptist Schaad, S.A., went to take care 
of two small towns, Golden and Field; and Father Ag- 
nellus Pickelle, S.A., and Father Celestine Leahy, S.A., 
went to Windermere and Canal Flats. Father Leon 
Kotsko, S.A., and Father Richard Roth, S.A., succeeded 
Fathers Bernardine and John Baptist. 


North Carolina 
In 1940, at the invitation of the Most Rev. Eugene 5 
McGuinness, Father David Gannon, S.A., went to Kin- 
ston, North Carolina, in the diocese of Raleigh, to work 
among the colored people. There were only eight Cath- 
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olics there when he arrived and although the number has 
increased much since that time, still it is not stupendous 
This also holds for the other missions established by 
Father Bernardine, S.A., at High Point, N. C., by Father 
Anthony, S.A., at Lumberton, and other missions at 
Murphy and Elizabethtown, N. C. The Friars also care 
for a white parish in Lumberton, N. C 

Schools for the colored children have already been 
started in three of the missions. This is of vital importance 
The schools, 


been 


because of the small number of Catholics 
combined with the beautiful that 
erected by these pastors, should help to break down the 


churches have 
blinding prejudice that is rampant in the least Catholic 
state in the Union. The priests on these missions have a 
somewhat troublesome time getting in with the people; 
to do this more successfully, they sell old clothes, donated 
by Catholics, at very low prices, to benefit the poor who 


draw them to 


need coats and shoes badly, but more, t 
the church and, as some have said, “show them that the 
priest really has no devil's horns in his head.” The schools 
now in operation should simplify and facilitate the work 
of meeting and converting the colored population which 


too long has been treated with utter neglect and disdain 


Japan 


Last year, the Society of the Atonement acquired its 
first foreign mission, a large district near Tokyo in Japan. 
At the First Departure Ceremony, eight men, six priests 
and two lay-brothers, were sent over. Father Alphonsus 
Hoban, S.A., 


some of his war years in Japan, is the Superior of the 


a former Chaplain in the Army who spent 


mission, and another former Chaplain who was also in 
Japan, Father Ambrose Kenney, S.A., is soon to go over 
to act as Assistant Superior. Now, less than a year later, 
on the Feast of St. Francis of Assisi, October 4th, an- 
other Departure Ceremony is held for three more priests 
and one join their 
aries. The surprising thing is that our priests in Japan 


brother who go to fellow-mission- 


are asking for more and more priests and brothers, but 
unfortunately the Society can send only four at this time. 
Two priests from last year’s ordination class and two 
from this year’s have gone. Within the short time of one 
year, the Japanese mission has become the most flourish- 
ing of all our missions, so much so that the Society will 
have to continue pouring men overseas for a great many 
years to meet the demands of the work in Japan. 


The Chair of Unity Octave 


I have purposely left to the last the greatest and most 
important work of the Society of the Atonement. When 
Father Paul James Francis, $.A., established the Society 
he was imbued with the ideal of restoring unity of faith 
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as his motto Christ’s words 


“That they al 


among Christians. He chose 
at the Last Supper, Ut omnes unum sint 


one.” According to the standards set by Our 


may be 

Lord Himself the primary and most powerful means t 
attain this world-wide objective is prayer. Father Paul 
instituted the Chair of Unity Octave, a_ period 
prayer—eight days in which men the world over would 
be mindful of the need for and the blessings of Christian 


unity and unite in supplication that all may com 
the Light of Divine Truth 


As a result of the first observance of the Chair 
Unity Octave the Society of the Atonement itself was 
granted the grace of Faith and was received into the 


Catholic 
was continued and so far-reaching has been its influence 
that 


Church. With ecclesiastical approval the work 


individuals and communities attribute tl 


conversion to the prayer and study engendered 
observance of the Chair of Unity Octave. 


many 


Summation 
That, very sketchily, is the fifty-year record of the 
growth and work of the Society of the Atonement 






hing 





radio work, 
Faith through 


everything within the scope of human nature has the 


Preaching, missions, writing, teac 


correspondence, prayer, works of charity 
Society of the Atonement seized upon to accomplish and 
fulfill its aims for Christian Unity and the Missions, and 
of reconciling sinners to God through the Precious Blood 
of the Atonement. Much of that work could not have 
been done without the help of Graymoor’s many friends 
both clerical and lay. His Eminence, Cardinal Spellman, 
under whose guiding hand the Society is placed, has 
always been most gracious, most kind, and most watchful 
To give small examples, he attended and spoke at our 
first Departure Ceremony last December; and then he 
permitted the last two ordinations of the Society to take 
place in famed St. Patrick’s Cathedral, performing one 
of the ordinations himself. His Eminence Cardinal Canali 
in Rome is very close to the Society and has obtained 
many benefits and blessings for it from the Holy Father 
Cardinal Canali’s interest in the Society springs from 
words spoken by Cardinal Merry del Val upon his death 
bed. Cardinal del Val asked Cardinal Canali to watch 
over the Society of the Atonement as much as he could 
Since that time, Cardinal Canali has done just that; he 
is a life-long friend and benefactor. 

The prospects for the future of the Society of the 
Atonement look very promising. Father Paul’s successor, 
Very Rev. Father Raphael, was equal and more than 
equal to the great burden of guiding the young Society 
It grew in number, its activities prospered and spread to 
new fields. The friends of Graymoor were extremely 
generous and God has showered His blessings on those 
who are following in the fuotsteps of Father Paul. 
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By Most Reverend Thomas J. McDonnell, D.D. 


‘For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord \ 
be aved 

“How then shall they call on Him, in Whom they ha 
not believed? Or how shall they believe Him, of Wh« 
they have not heard? And how shall they hear, without a 
preacher? 

“And how shall they preach unless they be sent, as it is 


How beautiful are the feet of them that preach the 





of peace, of them that bring glad tidings of good 
(Epistle of St. Paul to the Romans—Chapter X, 
13-15.) 
ERY Reverend Father General, Reverend Fathers, 


Reverend Religious, parents, friends and our de- 
parting missionaries. 


On this day, the Feast of St. Francis of Assisi, their 
Father in God, the Fran- 
Friars of the 
Atonement are rejoicing 
with all solemnity—and 
tightly so. Today marks 
the fiftieth anniversary 
of their foundation and 
the sending forth of 
more missionaries to Ja- 
pan. 

This Golden Anniver- 
sary of the beginning of 
this branch of the Fran- 
ciscan Order recalls the 
efforts and sacrifices, the 
courage and _ saintliness 
of its founder, the late 
Father Paul Francis. It 
recalls the struggles and 
the victories of 
who labored with 
and who were his con- 
fdants during the days 

f the foundation's in 
fancy to maturity. It re 
alls the inspiring co- 

Peration of Church 

authorities and faithful 


ciscan 


those 
him 











aity who in prayer and 
generous charity nur- 


tured the growing foun- Auxiliary Bishop 








Most Reverend Thomas J. McDonnell, D. D. 


dation until what we behold today, not only these inspir 


ing works and buildings here at Graymoor, with its 
zealous priests, religious and clerics, but also its founda 
tions in Reme and Ireland, in the home and foreign 


missions, of the United States, Canada, and Japan 

Like St. Francis of Assisi, who was the inspiration of 
the late Father Pauli Francis, the Franciscan Friars of the 
Atonement have modeled their zeal on the love of God 


and 


er everything which God has created. Success has 
teen the reward of these fifty years of Christ-like service 
in the vineyard of the Master, because with Father Paul 
Francis, their imbibed the 
faith, the feelings, the enthusiasm of St. Francis of Assisi, 
which developed a mission with ambitions to convert the 


his confreres and 


successors 


world and restore the peace and happiness which ought 
to reign among the children of God. A mission which 
could only be accomplished by going to the people, to the 
poor and the rich, to the 
clergy and the layman, 
to the great and the low- 
ly, not only at home, but 
also abroad. St. Francis 
of Assisi met with suc- 
cess because he captivat 
ed everyone, not only by 
his charming character, 
but also by his unstudied 
and unaffected, yet irre- 
sistable eloquence which 
resulted in a most pop- 
ular movement which 
spread over all Europe 
and made itself felt in 
all of the then 
world. This 


has 


parts 
known 
Franciscan spirit 
been caught up by the 
Franciscan Friars of the 
Atonement in the tradi- 
tion left them by their 
founder, the late Father 


Paul Francis. Conse- 
quently, today we are 
able to celebrate with 
them the heroic and 
courageous accomplish- 
ments of fifty years and 
ot Mew Week the continuation of 
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these accomplishments in the ceremony of the sending 
forth of more missionaries to Japan. We join on this 
happy occasion, our congratulations and best wishes to 
the Franciscan Friars of the Atonement, with those of 
His Eminence, Francis Cardinal Spellman, and the faith- 
ful of the Archdiocese of New York. May God's choicest 
blessings continue to be showered upon all the works and 
hopes of this community for many years to come. 

By its very nature, membership in the Catholic Church 
entails a concern of universal scope for those of the 
human race who as yet remain in the darkness of error 
and ignorance as to the saving teachings of Jesus Christ. 
Divinely commissioned by the Master to reach out among 
all nations for all times, the Church’s task can be circum- 
scribed neither by time nor clime, color nor racial preju- 
dice. We who are component parts of the Church and 
who share in her blessings, must likewise share in the 
labor of fulfilling her mission. “Go teach all nations” is 
not a counsel but a command. It was addressed not merely 
to the Apostles, but included everyone who enjoys the 
gift of faith. The mission activities of the Church, then, 
constitute an integral part of Catholic life. They offer 
no choice and cannot be looked upon as works of super- 
erogation. 

Understanding this truth, one can see why as bene- 
ficiaries of the Gospel of Christ, we have an obligation to 
concern ourselves with the missionary life of the Church, 
and to enjoy the multiple consolations of our religion and 
do nothing to assist in satisfying the spiritual needs of the 
unfavored millions is unchristian. Then to be truly Cath- 
olic, our faith must not only be universal in its appeal 
but we must provide as equally universal the opportunities 
to those outside the fold to hear the revealed words of 
salvation. The great value of souls, as taught by the sacri- 
fice on Calvary, must be the inspiration and the conviction 
to ever convince us of the part we must have in the sal- 
vation of the world. 

Pope Pius XII in his Encyclical “Summit Pontificatus” 
says, “The duty of promoting to the best of our power, 
the coming of God’s Kingdom is one binding upon all 
who have been called into that kingdom, and out of 
Satan’s power by their regeneration at the font. It is a 
duty which has been fulfilled in a hundred different ways 
through the long courses of the centuries, at the cost of 
immense labors and hardships. To be a partaker in that 
kingdom means not only conforming our lives to its pre- 
cepts, but also making efforts to see that its frontiers shall 
be daily enlarged—that new citizens may avail themselves 
of the spiritual privileges it offers.” 

In the light of these words of the Holy Father, the 
foreign missions have always, since the first ages of the 
Church, been one of the chief concerns of her zeal. From 
the beginning she has realized that this noble work de- 
pends on three things—prayer, a never-failing vigor in 
those who support the work materially, and more espe- 
cially in those who offer themselves to serve as Christ's 
ambassadors in fields afar. 

All Catholics are not obliged to assist the missions by 
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the and individuals 


various duties in this regard. For, though all the members 


same work. Various classes have 


and organs of the human body contribute to its growth, 
they do not contribute in the same way. This diversity is 


necessary for the well being of the whole. So too with 
Christ’s body—all must aid in its growth, but not all in 


the same way. Some must aid by prayer and sacrifices, 
some by alms and general financial support, others still 
by active work in the mission fields. Hence, no one can 
claim complete exemption from taking an active and 
whole-hearted interest in the work of the missions, with 
out that very fact of laying himself open to the charge of 
being cold in the love of Christ. 

Today’s ceremonies give a splendid example of the 
mystical body of Christ, through the members, all aiding 
the growth and healthy development of Christ’s Church 
on earth, each in his or her own respective way. Some 
like St. Therese of the Child Jesus, the patroness of the 
missions, remaining home but helping the missions of the 
Church by their prayers 
generously 


by their financial assistance, by 
giving their sons to the service of Christ in 
religion—and the Franciscan Friars of the Atonement go- 
ing forth as missionaries, like St. Francis Xavier, patron 
of the missions, giving themselves for the active work in 
the mission fields. Thus every Catholic should consider it 
a sacred duty to do his or her part to assist the missions, 
for no matter how seemingly small and insignificant it 
may be, it is necessary for the success of the whole. If the 
true love of Christ is aflame within our hearts, it will 
give us no rest until we have done our part to bring about 
the realization of the desire of the great missioner Him: 
self—Our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ; namely, the 
world for the Sacred Heart and the Sacred Heart for 
the world. 

This year of 1949 commemorates the 400th Anniver: 
sary of the landing of St. Francis Xavier at Kogoshima, 
August 15th, 1549. It was my privilege, last May, to rep: 
resent the American Hierarchy at the St. Francis Xavier 
international pilgrimage in Japan which commemorated 
this great historical event. While in Japan I met the Fran- 
ciscan Friars of the Atonement who are already missioned 
there and found them happy and enthusiastic in their 
work. 

Our travels through Japan visiting the centers made 
sacred by the footsteps of St. Francis Xavier covered some 
2,000 miles. 

The addresses of welcome on the part of the governors 
and mayors of the prefectures and cities visited by the 
pilgrimage sounded the note of a peace-loving Japan with 
sincere appreciation for the Christian principles of living 
and the contribution of Christian Culture left by St. 
Francis Xavier and his followers. The non-Christians’ in’ 
terest and enthusiasm manifested by their attendance at 
receptions and ceremonies in the program of the pilgrim 
age were consoling and edifying. We noted with consola’ 
tion, the progress of our Catholic missionaries in theit 
religious activities and their works of mercy and charity. 

To the great joy of the mission world, the Japanese 
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are proving an amazing interest in Christianity. 
S. Francis Xavier called these people “my delight.” He 
semed to prefer them to all the other people he met in 
Asia 


There is today great hope for our missions in Japan. 


peop 


In four years since the war, 459 new missionaries have 
gone to various parts of that nation. One hundred and 
thirteen of them are Canadians and 101 are Americans; 
the rest are divided among twenty-two different nation- 
alities. The total mission personnel in Japan is now over 
963 priests and brothers, and more than 2,290 sisters. 

Though there are only about 122,000 Catholics in all 
of Japan, the growth in the last four years has been 
phenomenal. Last year alone, 6,845 adults were baptized, 





78 prospective converts were under instructions, and 
38,108 students, mostly went to our 
shools. To show how deeply the Faith has taken root in 
Japan, already one-fourth of all the priests and brothers 
and three-fourths of all the sisters in Japan are Japanese. 


non-Christian, 


In every city and province we visited, appeals were 
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made to send more American missionaries to meet the 
demands of the Japanese people for instruction in the 
Catholic faith. That is why there will be great rejoicing 
when our departing missionaries of today meet: their fel- 
low missioners in Japan. And as they rejoice in these 
additions to their personnel, they will think of the self- 
sacrificing mothers and fathers who so generously gave 
up their sons for this special work in the vineyard of 
Christ and pray that God will bless them and their homes 
a hundredfold for this grand mission spirit, as we pray 
also today. Hence, we send our missioners on their way 
with a prayer on our lips and an assurance of our con- 
tinued remembrance of them in prayer and sacrifice. 

God’s ways are strange. One door never closes but an- 
other opens. Today the door is closed on our missions in 
China; another is opening in Japan. Let us make sure that 
what has happened in China will never happen in Japan. 
Remember Japan is not Christian. There are 80,000,000 
people in Japan proper. Only 122,000 of them are Cath- 
olics. There is great hope for a Christian Japan. 





Dear Father Delahunt : 

I am glad that you are celebrating with the mem- 
hers of your fine institution the Golden Jubilee of your 
Foundation. I would like very much to be with you, 
ut, J have so many engagements already set down for 
lctober, that between one and the other, it would be 
mpossible for me to go to Graymoor, and return in 
ime to keep my program. 

With all good wishes, 

mC. E. Byrne 
Bishop of Galveston 
oe 69 
Dear Father Delahunt : 

I am grateful for your kind invitation to attend the 
slden Jubilee celebration of your Congregation on 
ctober 4th, and I regret that my Fall confirmation 















thedule will make it impossible for me to be present at 
that time, 

The remarkable growth of your Community in the 
fist fifty years is indeed gratifying, and I wish to con- 
wy my sincere congratulations and good wishes on this 
ippy occasion. 

MH J. H. Albers 
Bishop of Lansing 
s+ 6 2 
Very Rev. and dear Father: 

T assure you and your community of my best wish- 
‘and prayers at this time of your Golden Jubilee of 
foundation, 





Me Francis R. Cotton 
Bishop of Owensboro 





Additional letters of felicitation will appear in the November issue of The Lamp 


(Continued from page 299) 


Dear Father Delahunt: 

It must be with sincere sentiments of thankfulness 
to Almighty God that you look back upon the past fifty 
years of growth and of achievement in the Vineyard 
of our Lord. The Franciscan Friars are certainly to 
be congratulated on their marvelous apostolic expan- 
sion, It is with pleasure that I join my felicitations to 
those of your other friends. 

I therefore sincerely regret that my visit to the 
Holy See occurs at the same time as your commemora- 
tion and prevents my participation in the ceremonies 
and festivities. You may be sure, however, that I will 
join with you in prayer and in spirit on this occasion. 

Again may I express my heartiest congratulations 
to your congregation on its fiftieth anniversary and 
extend to you my sincere wishes and fervent prayers 
that Almighty God will continue to bless your society 
with His choicest graces. 

MH Bryan J. McEntegart 
Bishop of Ogdensburg 
i es & 6 
Dear Father Delahunt : 

Althowgh I shall not be able to be with you and 
the Friars of Graymoor on October 4th, I take this oc- 
casion of wishing you every blessing as you com- 
memorate the Golden Jubilee of your Foundation. 

It is my férvent prayer that God may continue to 
bless your efforts and those of your co-workers at home 
and abroad. 

MH William A, Scully 
Coadjutor Bishop of Albany 


The Hand of God iA Here 


S many readers already know, 


Father Paul and Mother Lurana 


were originally Anglicans and 
founded their religious communities 
in that religious body. But, honest 
and sincere as they were, they often 
wondered about the Unity of the 
Church. Frequently they pondered 


upon the priestly prayer of our Sav 


iour, “That they all may be one, 
uttered on the night of the first Holy 
Thursday. Wonder gave way to 


study, study to conviction, and con 
viction to Though 
were Anglicans they came to an open 


insistence they 
profession of belief in the oneness of 
the Church of Christ, in the need for 
a visible head for that Church, and 
in the primacy and infallibility of the 
Roman Pontiff. 

For nearly ten years after he first 
came to Graymoor Father Paul con- 
sistently preached these Catholic doc 
trines everywhere, much to the dis 
and to 

Very 

And 


it was 


tress of his own co-religionists 
the amazement of Catholics 
few understood his position. 
that is not strange for indeed 
that he 
on the need for going to Rome and 
for submitting to the divine jurisdic 
tion of the Pope while he himself re- 
mained an Episcopalian. But all the 
while Father Paul was in good faith 
and at no time during this period did 
he violate his conscience. The same 


incongruous should preach 


testimony can be given for Mother 
Lurana. 

But in its way 
working and directing the steps of 


own grace was 
both chosen souls towards the light. 
Time, prayer, and study brought 
them to the realization that their dual 
allegiance, to Canterbury and to 
Rome, was impossible. Finally the last 
thread that bound them and the Soci- 
ety of the Atonement to Anglicanism 
broken when .Father conceded 
that Anglican Orders were not valid. 
Now there was nothing he could do 
but enter the Fold of the Redeemer. 


was 


By Tikus Cranny, S.A. 
1K 





Fr. Titus Cranny, S. A. 


In the 1909, therefore, 
Father Paul went to Baltimore to dis- 


his 


spring of 
cuss problem with Cardinal Gib- 
bons. That summer he went to Wash- 
ington to inquire of the Apostolic 
Delegate what might be done. The 
Delegate, Archbishop Falconio, him- 
self 
to his guest and tcld him to return 
to Graymoor, put his request in writ- 
ing so that it could be sent to the 
Holy Father in Rome. 


And so on August 19, 1909, Father 
Paul made his formal request that the 
Society of the Atonement be 
porately admitted into the Catholic 
Church. When the letter arrived at 
the Vatican Cardinal Merry del Val 
interceded with the Pope saying, 
“Holy Father, let them in.” And His 
Holiness Pope Pius X replied, “Yes, 
we will let them in.” 

And they did come. The little com- 
munity at that time consisting of only 
two friars, Father Paul and Brother 
Anthony, five Sisters and ten lay 
made their submission to 


a Franciscan, was mest gracious 


cor- 


people 


Christ in the person of Monsignor, 


later Bishop, Conroy on October 3 


1909 
The November issue of The Lamp 
for that year was late. Its first page 
ore this information: 
ANNOUNCEMENT 


The issue of The 
Lamp has been held back in or 


present 


der to make the following an 
nouncement to our readers: On 
Saturday, October 30, in the 


chapel of Our Lady of the An 


rels, Graymoor, the Right Rev 


erend Joseph Conroy, Vicar 
Gereral of the Diocese of Og 
lensburg, acting under faculties 
from the Most Reverend John 


M. Farley, Archbishop of New 
York, received into the Holy 
Catholic and Roman Church all 
members of the Society of the 
\tonement resident at Gray 
mocr or who could conveniently 
be present from a distance 
Msgr. Conroy was assisted in 
incident to the 
reception by the Rev. Paschal 
Robinson, O.F.M., distinguished 
among the Friars Minor as one 
of the 
in the 


the ceremonies 


greatest living authorities 
field of Franciscan liter- 
ature, and by the Rev. Patrick 
Drain, pastor of Our Lady of 
Loretto, Cold Spring, in whose 
parish Graymoor is situated. 
Not to go into details, suffice 
it to say that previously applica’ 
tion was made to Pope Piux X 
through the Apostolic Delegate 
at Washington, Mosnignor Fal 
conio, to take the Society under 
his ‘protection and governance’ 
and to preserve its ‘Name and 
Institute.” On October 7 the an 
swer was returned by His Ex 


cellency, the Apostolic Delegate 
in the afhirmative. 

During the ten days previous 
to the reception of the Society, 
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the Rt. Rev. C. J. O'Keefe, Pas 
tor of the Church of the Sacred 
Heart, Highland Falls, N. Y., 
several times visited Graymoor 
to examine the members of the 
community preparatory to their 
admission. 

It is the wish of the ecclesi- 
astical authorities that the pub- 
lication of The Lamp should con 
tinue. 


Thus the little magazine informed 
the world that the Society of the 
Atonement had become Catholic. 
Now, too, Father Paul, Mother Lu- 
rana and their followers prayed more 
earnestly than ever that God would 
bless their efforts and prosper their 
work. 

Less than eight months afterwards 
Father Paul was ordained to the 
Priesthood. The Chair of Unity Oc- 
tave was blessed by the Pope, and 
other enterprises begun in the shadow 
of Anglicanism now blossomed forth 
in the radiant light of the 
Church of God. 


This Reception Day was most sig- 


true 


nificant; not merely because seventeen 
people were admitted to the Church, 
but rather because a whole religious 
community ds ad community entered 
the Fold. It is true that each person 
made individual submission into the 
hands of the Church authorities, but 
itis also true that the community was 
lowed to continue as a community, 
now Catholic and affliated with the 
Franciscan Order. The Friars 
Sisters of the Atonement were per 
mitted their their 
abit, their form of life, and the pub 


and 


to retain name, 


ication of their magazine. Moreover, 
they were encouraged to continue 
thir work for Christian Unity. The 
whole event bears the stamp of Di 


ine Providence in so wonderful 


ty that one cannot refrain from 
peating, “Surely the hand of God 
as here.” 

Reception day is a grand mik 


tone in the history of the Society otf 
the Atonement. It is a focal 





point 





which all previous events con 
verge and from which all subsequent 


vents flow. Without it the Society, 
8 Father Paul himself 


often said, 





OMNES UNUM SINT 











THOUGHTS FOR TODAY 


(Taken from the writings of Fr. Paul S. A.) 
OUR LADY OF THE ATONEMENT 


When we address the Blessed Virgin 
as “Our Lady of the Atonement,” we 
conceive her to be Our Mother, and we 
her Atonement Children. Nor do we 
assert that she is the Mother of Catholics 
only; she is the Mother of all Baptized, 
whether they be within the Fold of Peter, 
or belong to “the Other Sheep” men- 
tioned by the Good Shepherd, scattered 
abroad in the desert places of heresy and 
schism, yet dear to Jesus and the Mother 
Heart of Mary. 

In the parable of the Prodigal Son, 
Jesus revealed to us how the father’s 
heart went out to the younger son who 
left the paternal roof and going into a 
far country, wasted his substance in 
riotous living. So we can very readily conceive the Heart of Mary go- 
ing out in yearning over her children who have wandered far from the 
Father’s House, and from the Fold of Peter, the Universal Shepherd. 





Fr. Paul, S.A. 


How very strange that God should have hidden from the very 
eves of so many Religious Founders within the Catholic Church that 
most glorious Name of the Atonement and revealed it to some one 
outside the Fold and that Our Lady herself should have taught these 
“Other Sheep” (we of the Society of the Atonement) while still in 
the “far country” to invoke her as Our Lady of the Atonement, i.e., 
of Reconciliation and Unity. Surely it ought to be obvious to all of 
us, that whatever other good work the Society of the Atonement 
has been called into being to do its FIRST and PRIMARY mission 
is that of Christian Unity, to prepare the way like John the Baptist 
so that when the Good Shepherd sounds the Call to the “Other Sheep” 
to return to the Unity of the One Catholic Fold under the benign rule 
of Peter, all the obstacles that block the path shall be removed. 


let her now be looked up to and invoked as the Mother who will not 
rest until her children, long estranged from each other by 
shall sit down together at the same table, knowing and loving each 
other as true brethren, and realizing in the glorious fellowship of the 
one household of faith, the answer to Our Divine Lord’s prayer: 
“That they all may be One, as Thou, Father, in Me and_I in Thee, 
that they may be one in Us: that the world may believe that Thou 
hast Me.” It w of Our Lady of the Atonement Isaias pro 
phesied long ago under the inspiration of the Holy Ghost: “And they 
that shall he of thee shall build the old waste places; 


schism, 





sent 


thou shalt raise 


















up the foundations of m gener and thou shalt be called the 
Repairer of the Breach, the Restor paths to dwell in.” 

When, therefore, we as Children of the Atonement address Our 
Blessed Mother under that beautiful Title, let us think of her as “Our 
Lady Unity.” and let us consecrate ourselves afresh at her altar 
to contribute what lies within our power of pra of sacrifice ; 
charitable endeavor, to bring our Separated Brethren of the East and 


the West into the Unity of the One Fold under the One Shepherd. 








Our Lady has long been known as the Destroyer of all heresies ; 














was doomed to extinction. It might 


readily be called a new Foundation 


Day, for it meant beginning again, of His Vicar, the Pope of Rome. 





but this time in the embrace of Chris 


C 


and under the smile and approbation 


=== Jubilee —- 


By Clement St. Jacques, S.A. 


OW FIFTY YEARS since Providence decreed 
That Paul of the Atonement plant the seed 
Of holiness of life, in truth and peace, 


And spend his days God's kingdom to increase 


In deep humility he vowed God's will 
And set himself upon a lofty hill, 
To teach and preach and let all nations see 


The way that leads to Christian unity. 


When but a child perched on his father’s knees, 
He learned to have respect for Peter's keys. 
He eyed the future—as a child will do, 


And tried to bring some wondrous deeds to view. 


But hark! a voice from deep within his breast 
To his impassioned soul these words addressed 
“Some day a Preaching Order you will found, 
Whose members like the night-stars will abound, 
To labour to retrieve the straying sheep, 


For whom our Lord ceased not to pray and weep.” 


What wonder ’tis that God should plant this seed 
In heart and mind staunch Anglican in creed. 
Like Saul, this Paul was born to heal the breach, 
And what he once condemned, was soon to preach. 
God sent this modern Paul to help rebuild 

The faith which men in heresy had spilled. 


Make straight the path; ascend to Calvary’s height; 
Reject the wrong, and firmly grasp the right. 

With heresy exposed and truth laid bare, 

No way lies open but to Peter's Chair, 

Where rests the faith that Christ on earth bequeathed 
With words more spotless than the air He breathed. 


And like St. Francis, kneeling low, he took 
And opened thrice the Holy Gospel Book 
In honor of the Blessed Trinity, 
To find a name for his Society. 


O happy choice, when first and uppermost 
Came Jesus’ promise of the Holy Ghost; 

Ard fast upon this promise fell the word, 
Embracing every mystery ever heard, 

Fulfilling every promise made by God 

To rescue man from sin through Jesse’s rod 
“We joy in God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, 
Through Whom we have received Atonement.’’—Su 
Of piercing joy cut through his flaming heart, 
And placed it further from the world apart 
The crowning act of Christ’s redeeming love 


Atonement—was his answer from above. 


So, clear became the task of Father Paul 

The text of the Atonement was his call 

To work and sacrifice for unity, 

Which Christ had won for men on Calvary; 

To pray with Christ, the night before He died, 
“That all be one’ and in His love abide, 

To spread abroad the word that Christ has taught 


How great the price at which men’s souls were bought. 


In eighteen ninety-nine, he climbed the Mount 

To vow his life to God in full account. 

Like Francis, meek and poor, this brown-robed friar 
Gave God his heart and will and soul entire. 

The presage that some day God's grace divine 
Would graft this branch to His eternal Vine. 


Then like a flash of lightning came the storm; 

All pulpits closed, of those he would reform. 

How now reveal the stench of faith’s decay? 
Enlighten men still wandering astray? 

Why, midst the din of crowded city street 

He raised his voice, where tread ten thousand feet. 


To bring to light the truths of Holy Writ, 
And put to flight the night, a Lamp was lit. 
“Ut omnes unum sint” on every page, 


The crying need of this divided age. 


Let all who read reject all heresy 


And join the fold of Catholic Unity. 
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But what more powerful than prayer can lead 
The erring children to accept the creed 

From Apostolic times preserved and taught 

By Mother Church, whom souls have ever sought, 


As Christ’s true fold, where all may enter in, 


T 
1¢ 


So pray he did with Christ “that all be one” 

In unity of faith, which Jesus won 

For all mankind and set upon the Rock 

Of Peter, clothed with power to feed His flock, 
To loose and bind, till time shall be no more. 
The “other sheep,’ who knock upon the door, 
Them also must He bring, till finally 


One flock, one shepherd only there shall be. 


In swift response to this most humble prayer 
God sent His grace to Paul to fast repair 
The breach in his own heart, and end the search 


He long had made to find the one true Church. 


Full FIFTY YEARS their fruitful course have spent, 


Since Paul of the Atonement spread his tent 
Beside the towering Cross on Graymoor's height, 


The spark of zeal for unity to light. 


Redemption came through 
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lve their doubts and heal their wounds of sin. 


Through Mary will unite the human race. 
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Like Paul of old, he raised his voice, whose sound 
Was heard in every land the world around. 

That voice still echoes in a million throats 

And storms the heavens with its ringing notes 
“That all be one,” incessantly it cries; 


“In Christ's true Church alone salvation lies.” 


A hundredfold his children have increased; 

And souls, beyond all count, have never ceased 
To follow in his step, to Peter's feet— 

A harvest rich, of ripe, chaff-ridded wheat. 


No glory did he seek to crown his deed, 
And neither praise nor honor did he heed; 
But “‘all for Christ’ remained his rule of life; 


To save men’s souls he waged a constant strife. 


One morn, before the sun arose, the angels came 
To bear his soul to heaven's hall of fame; 
Life’s span complete, his earthly work well done, 


He reaped eternal joy in God the Son. 


But yet his spirit lingers in the heart 
Of all his sons, for ere he did depart, 
He gave us Christ’s sweet Mother to possess 


As our Atonement Queen and Patroness. 


Mary's Son, and grace 


Gods Heroes 


SERMON DELIVERED ON D 


-PARTURE 


DAY TOBER 4, 1949) 


rt Fhsophane Murphy, $ A 


ed 


VERYONE in this world is a hero worshipper of 


some description. Little boys toddling alongside 
their mother see a fireman and they want to be 
a fireman. Then as they go to school they learn about 
baseball so they want to be another Joe DiMaggio. As 


they little older, they enter high school and be- 
come sophisticated, imitating their elders, thinking that 
they know all about the 
things of the world. Fi- 
nally they enter 


vrow 


a voca- 
tion in life and try to 
their life along 


those 


pattern 
the lines of who 


have made a success in 
that vocation. 

Today we are here on 
the Mount of the Atone 
ment at Graymoor to 
honor one of these hero- 
worshippers, Father 
Paul, and to pay tribute 


to four young men who 


are willing to pattern 
their lives after the 
founder of our _ holy 


community. 

At the age of ten, 
Father Paul, then just a 
boy named Lewis Wat- 
son, heard of the Paulist 
Fathers giving a success- 
ful mission in the 
dral of Baltimore. 


Cathe- 
They 
were the great preach- 
ing order of the day. 
Thinking of what he 
was going to do when 
he grew up, he thought 
of establishing a preaching order that would be able to 
on in the Anglican Church as the Paulists’ were 
Catholic Church. As he older and 
older, became more and more of a hero-worshipper, 
but he transplanted the idea of becoming just a preacher 


carry 


doing in the grew 


and the establishing of a community of preachers to 
becoming an exact double for the Savior of the World, 
Jesus Christ. The God-man was to be his hero. He thought 
of Him, dreamed of Him, studied how He worked, played 
and prayed so that he too could work, play and pray as 


did his Hero. 





Father Theophane Murphy, S. A. 


The culmination of his dream came through fifty years 
ago yesterday when Father Paul started up from Garrison 
to look over the section known as Graymoor. He found 
a dilapidated church desecrated by 
the men of the road, the roof leaking and the pews all 
broken up. Father Paul thought—My Hero started with 
when He left the world He left the 


gutted by tramps, 


nothing and yet 


world everything. I, too, 
will start with nothing 
and I will try leave 


the world something 


when it is time for me 


to go home to heaven 
And because of the 
tremendous work that 
he accomplished in_ his 
life-time, because he was 

dreamer, a Hero wor 


shipper, we speak of him 
fondness 
much ad 


with so much 
and with so 
miration, 

It was the dream of 
Christ that all men 
might be united with 

Father in 
Christ the 


His heavenly 
heaven. If 


Hero had that dream, 
then His Hero worship: 
per, Father Paul, would 
have that same dream 
As the Hero worked 
and even died to show 
the people of the world 


they should _ live 
and die so that they 
could be united with the 
Father in 


how 


heaven, & 
about this 
Father 


seen either in chapel or in his office pray 


Father Paul would work and slave to bring 


same end. From early morning until late at night, 
Paul could be 
ing and working for this to be accomplished. On Febru 
ary 11th, 1940, when his remains were placed in St. Ar 
J 


thony’s Crypt Chapel and his soul went on to its reward, 


the hundreds of letters and telegrams received on the 


mountain showed the world that he had lived up to his 
ideal in following his Hero. 
Father Paul delivered a sermon in 1931 at the dedica 


tion of the hermitage of St. Clare on the adjoining moun 
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tain in which he seemed to sum up his whole philosophy 
of life. He took the words of another hero-worshipper, 
St. Paul, for his text: “The weak things of this world 
shall confound the strong, and the foolish things of this 
world shall confound the wise.” He told the few Sisters 
and Friars present that cool fall morning gathered in the 
little chapel as the leaves were falling from the trees with 
their riot of colors, that he dreamed of the day that the 
Friars and Sisters would be leaving the Mount of the 
Atonement to go to the foreign mission fields to bring 
about the ideal of Christ that all would be one. He said 
that the day was not too-distant when his dream would 
be a reality. And here on the fiftieth anniversary of his 
coming to Graymoor we find that the second band of 
friars are about to depart for the foreign missions to 
fulfill the dream of Father Paul 

However, something was said on that morning in the 
hermitage by our saintly Father Founder, Father Paul, 
that we should always keep in mind. He said that the 
people in the world would think that the friars were 
foolish for leaving the peace and security of their own 
country to go to a foreign land to preach the Gospel 
The worldly-wise would say that it was a lot of non 
sense to go to a foreign land when there was so much 
work to be done at home, that priests were needed in 
ur OWN country, as much as, if not more than they 
were needed in foreign countries. But, he went on, we 
must be foolish if we are going to confound the wise 
Christ said that the Gospel should be preached to all the 
people in the whole world, not just to the people in our 
wn back yard. And as Christ is the Leader, we should 
follow Him to the best of our ability. 

To be a true follower of Christ, he told us on that 
morning, there are three things that the friars and sisters 
must keep in mind and put into practice in their daily 
lives. It will not be enough just to go to a foreign land, 
it will not be sufficient to wear the habit of our God- 
blessed Society, but all of the friars should have the 
principles of those God-given virtues of faith, hope and 
charity so burned into their character that they will shine 
before the peoples of the world and thus they will want 
to become united with Christ. 

Today these four young men are starting out from 
Graymoor. We know that they have been chosen because 
they have that faith that Father Paul spoke of. They 
re leaving Graymocr today with a blindfold over their 
eyes as it were. They do not know just what is in store 
for them. They do know that there is a foreign language 
tolearn, that the customs of the country will be different, 
that they will not be able to drop home over the week- 
nd, that trials, temptations and vicissitudes await them. 
But they have the faith to realize that no difficulty will 
too great. With God on their side they must win souls 












for Christ that all will be one. 

These four friars, like St. Paul and Father Paul, have 
tard the summons from God's representative to go to 
hpan to spread the Gospel of Christ to those people. 
hey are not asking how are they going to accomplish 
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their work, but they are saying this afternoon that they 
will go to the mission field with full confidence in Christ 
and Christ will show them the way. They will go to that 
country across the broad waters of the Pacific doing what 
God wants them to do, and He will give the increase in 
gathering up the souls for heaven. They are determined 
that their own will shall be subservient to God's will at 
all times so that even though they might be foolish accord- 
ing to the standards of the world they will nevertheless 
be wise according to God's standards and that is what 
really counts. 

To look over the courtyard at Graymoor and wave a 
parting farewell to your not be easy. 
Throats will be filled up and words will not come, but 
down deep in your heart there will be the conviction that 


confreres_ will 


you will be a real missionary in bringing souls into the 
flock of Christ. The little seed of hope, placed on your 
soul at baptism, has grown stout throughout the years 
and now that hope is being put into full play. You hope, 
and you have the confidence to back it up, that the hard- 
ships of this departure will bear much fruit. You have 
that moral determination to go over to Japan and work 
and pray for those people who do not know of Christ 
so that they too can have the same joy of their religion 
as you have in your religion. 


Christ said that the greatest habit or virtue that He 
was leaving man was that of charity. As I look down 
upon you four friars this afternoon, I can’t help thinking 
that those words of Christ are a living example to me 
and to the friars who will be left at home. You love 
Christ so much that you are leaving your home base, 
your fellow friars whom you have grown up with and 
who mean so much to you, your loved ones of your own 
family just so that you can show the peoples of the 
world that you love God completely. True charity is self- 
less, knows no bounds, and that is the virtue that you 
friars are exemplifying today. Disregarding yourself se 
that you can help others, you are taking the great step 
of your Hero today. Always be as your saintly founder, 
Father Paul, cheerful, energetic, and full of zeal. That is 
what God wants you to do, that is what Father Paul 
wants you to do, and I am sure that is what each one 
of you is determined to do. ; 


But there are others here today who are exemplifying 
virtues as The 
mothers and dads are showing these same virtues of faith, 
hope and charity as are their sons. No doubt today as 
this ceremony is progressing, you mothers and dads can 


these well as these four missionaries. 


look back to the day when your son was born. As you 
mothers held your baby in the crook of your arm, you 
no doubt looked up to heaven and offered your baby boy 
to God. Then through the good example and prayerful 
lives in your home you nourished the vocation of that 
boy to the priesthoo! and to the brotherhood. The fruition 
of your work, the dream of many years came through 
when you witnessed your boy dedicate himself to God. 
What God had given you, you gave back to Him. Yes, 
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Franciscan Friars of the Atonement 


assigned to Graymoor-in-Japan: } 
Fr. Ambrose Kenney, S. A. 
Fr. Valentine Datty, S. A. 
Fr. Eric Tampe, S. A. | 
A picture of Brother Donatus, S. A. 


was not available at time of going to | 
press. | 








the priceless possession that was yours was handed back 
to God on that day. Now on this day of departure, you 
are seeing your son start out on his great missionary en- 
deavor. No doubt, there are many fears in your heart as 
to what Japan is like, as to his being so far away from 
home, but just call upon that faith you had when you 
offered your son to Christ, have the confidence now that 
you had when you watched your son prostrate before 
the altar and give himself to Christ, and have the charity 
that you have always shown in your life in the past. 
God will turn any grief that is in your heart into joy, 
for he who cooperates with His holy will has been prom- 
ised the hundredfold in this life, and life everlasting. The 
hundredfold for you will be true happiness here and in 
Heaven hereafter. 

To you missioners we would like to say just a word. 
Remember that you are going to Graymoor-in-Japan. 
Graymoor is known for its true religious spirit. You will 
be as good missioners in that far-off land as you are good 
religious. You will bring many wandering sheep into 
the fold of Christ to the degree that you follow the rule 
of your community. 

We want you to know that you are not going away 
alone. We friars and sisters left at Graymoor will be 
with you in spirit, we will be with you in our prayers, 
we will be with you in all of your successes and dis- 
appointments. Don’t think that you will be alone, but 


that you will have the army of friars and sisters at your 
side during your entire pilgrimage to this foreign land. 

We will not say goodbye to you for this signifies that 
we will not meet again. Goodbye always has a note of 
sorrow in it and on an occasion such as this there should 
be no sorrow. We say to you “happy voyage” across the 
Pacific and on the sea of life as a missioner in Japan 
And as you travel day by day on the sea of life, bringing 
in the shipwrecked souls that have yearned for the knowl 
edge and love of the true God for so long, always remenr 
ber that you have not only the friars and sisters remember 
ing you, but that you have also in heaven praying for 
you, a man and woman who came to Graymoor fifty 
years ago to found our community. As Father Paul and 
Mother Lurana sing praises before the throne of Almighty 
God, can’t you hear them say: 

“The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make His 
face to shine upon you and be gracious unto you; the 
Lord lift up the light of His countenance upon you and 
grant you peace; and the very God of Peace Who brought 
again from the dead our Lord Jesus Christ, that great 
Shepherd of the Sheep, through the blood of the ever’ 
lasting Covenant, even the Most Precious Blood of the 
Atonement, make you perfect in every good work to do 
His Will working in you that which is well pleasing 
His sight, and make you to be numbered among the true 
religious of the Atonement in glory.” 
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AST month’s article on our new 
Seminary at Montour Falls told 
of the early history of the 

building which is now St. John’s. In 
the dream that Charles Cook brought 
to realization he 
“Peoples College” which 
dedicated to the education of Chris- 


Saw it as a great 





would be 


tian youth. In his early years Charles 
Cook was an unbeliever. One day he 
into the local bank which he 
had built to transact 
The teller who served him 


went 
himself some 
business. 
placed a slip of paper among the bills 
which read, “What think ye of 
Christ?” The unbeliever Charles 
Cook was stunned at the effrontery 
of the bank teller who well knew 
Cook’s attitude toward Religion. He 
rushed out of the bank in a rage 
vowing revenge. But it was the turn- 
ing point in his life. Before he died 
he became a sincere Protestant. He 
not only built “Peoples College” as a 
Christian School but also erected the 
local Episcopalian Church—St. Paul’s 
—in memory of his fiancee who died 
on the eve of their marriage. 

For the past ten years the Friars 
have been trying to find a suitable 
building which would serve as a pre- 
paratory Seminary to house the many 
young men who seek admittance into 
our Society each year. When the 
present novitiate at Saranac Lake was 
bought ten years ago the plan was 
to use it as a Seminary but Father 
Founder decided it would make a 
better novitiate which was and 
proved to be a good decision. 

The present St. John’s at Gray- 
moor, built in 1913, has long since 
been inadequate for the needs of the 
students. This great need of the So- 
ety was the cause of anxiety for 
the Friars and the object of our fer- 
vent prayers. During the war the 


1K 


building of a new Seminary was out 
A few large estates 

sale to the Friars 
during the war; even though the sale 


of the question 
were offered for 
price was low and within the means 
of the Friars these places were fabu- 
lous. It would be and 
certainly not in keeping with our life 
to see the followers of the Poverello, 
St. Francis, 
opulence. 

In May of 1948 a letter came to 
Graymoor from 


incongruous 


living amidst such 


a real estate agent 
in New Jersey telling of a sanitarium 
which was for sale at Watkins Glen, 
New York. Father Aloysius left im- 
mediately to see the place. As usual, 
it was the same verdict 
large and 


-too old—too 
generally not suitable. On 
the way back to the train the agent 
suggested that Father Aloysius look 
at an abandoned school on the way 
down. The appearance of 
the school at that time was enough 


exterior 


to discourage anyone from crossing 
the threshold; but Father Aloysius is 
Irish and he has a stout heart. Per- 
haps, seeing the school in such a 
pathetic state he remembered, as I 
did when I first saw it, the prayer we 
Friars say each day in the words of 
Isaias: “They that be of Thee shall 
build the old waste places. Thou shalt 
raise up the foundations of many 
generations and Thou shalt be called 
the restorer of the breach, the restorer 
of paths to dwell in.” Here indeed 
was an old waste place with paths to 
be restored. It seemed a challenge 
from God Himself to the courage 
and faith of the Friars. Anyway, 
Father did pass the threshold. He 
found the place, which had been un- 
occupied for five years, a shambles. 
Vandals had wrecked it. There were 
1400 broken panes of glass and an 
open roof. But it could be repaired 





Qather Samuel Buries a Medal 


By David Gannon, S.A. 


and the price was low. That was the 
beginning of negotiations that lasted 
six months and entailed meetings with 
trustees, lawyers and judges. 

Father Samuel, S.A., accompanied 
me on my first trip here. We had 
not yet received title to the property 
and others suddenly became inter- 
ested and were trying to outbid us. 
After plowing through the weeds 
and debris Father Samuel said to me, 
“You keep the real estate agent in 
the building while I bury a medal of 
Our Lady and St. Francis outside.” 
After that, we left feeling sure that 
Our Lady and St. Francis were now 
in charge and would see us through. 

I do not believe I shall ever forget 
July 17, 1948. Negotiations for the 
sale of the property opened at 
10 A.M. on that day in the Mark 
Twain Hotel in Elmira, New York, 
and lasted through eight weary hours. 
Father Hubert, Mr. Raymond Mc- 
Court, our attorney and I represented 
the Friars. Real estate firms were bid- 
ding for the property 
almost twice what we could afford. 
However, we had one great advan- 
tage over them. Charles Cook and 
later his brother, Colonel Elbert 
Cook, in their endowments stipulated 
that the property should always re- 
main a Christian school. Then, too, 
the trustees, all non-Catholics, want- 
ed us to have the school because they 
knew it would be a fine school if we 
had it. We finally won out and the 
property was ours. 

On the Feast of the Stigmata of 
St. Francis, September 17, 1948, we 
left Graymoor to take possession of 
the Montour Falls property and begin 
the new foundation. In the expedi- 
tionary force with me there were two 
Friar Brothers and four Brothers 
Christopher. We made the journey 


and offering 
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in an old second-hand truck. It was a 
hazardous trip but we had a lot of 
fun pouring buckets of into 
the radiator which boiled over every 
time we climbed a hill. It took seven- 
teen hours to make the trip of two 
hundred and thirty-five miles. The 
truck was loaded with chapel equip- 
ment, bedding, mops, brooms, food 


water 


and other supplies. Before leaving 
Graymoor we lifted a large life-size 
statue of St. Anthony on to the truck. 
Come what would we knew he would 
watch over us during the trip up. 
Father Paul used to speak of St. An- 
thony as our “Elder Brother.” When 
unloaded the truck in the 
hours of the morning by flashlight we 
found St. Anthony minus a toe which 
to this day we have not found. The 
Friar Brothers like to chide St. An- 
thony about his lost toe since he is 
“The Finder of Lost Things.” But 
even with only four toes on his right 
foot we still love him as our “Elder 
Brother” and God's 
Saints. It is the offerings 
Graymoor for St. An- 
thony’s Bread that the material things 
necessary to our way of life have been 
taken care of. 


we wee 


one of great 
through 


coming to 


The morning after our arrival we 
set up our chapel in a room that was 
freshly painted. It had been prepared 
as a model dormitory by the trustees 
for the sale of the property. Mass was 
then celebrated the little band 
of pioneers. It was a great triumph. 
We shall always remember that par- 
ticular Mass. It 


sweetness of scul which sustained us 


tor 


brought a certain 
through the ensuing months of difh- 
culties and trials. It was, as far as 
we know, the first Mass ever cele 
brated at Montour Falls. It is quite 
possible that the early Jesuit Mission 
aries among the Indians 
may have celebrated Mass here, but, 
did, there is 

loing so in the early histories. 
After Mass we lo 
‘rty littered 


who came 


no record of 
ked over the 


The 


vastation and vandalism 


with debris 


ion, de 
seemed to cry out against man’s de 


struction and neglect. Surely it was 


an “old waste place.” Our task was 


to build it up again as a “foundation 


of many generations’—the genera- 


tions of students, those of the present 
and those yet unborn, who in these 
halls would learn to love God more 
intensely; the students who will be 
the future priests, scholars, mission- 
aries, and please God, Saints and 
martyrs of the Society of the Atone- 
ment. 








Graymoor 


An open view, 
A valley too, 
A field of fragrant flowers. 


In azure sky, 
A wildbird’s cry, 
A burst of summer showers. 


The stars at night, 
A mountain’s height, 
The giant cross that towers. 


The pilgrim’s road, 
And friar’s robe, 
Sweet sound of chanted hours. 


Grey mountain shrine 
Where soft bells chime ; 
Beyond, the silent ploughers. 


O God above, 
True source of love, 


In these I see Thy powers! 
BCM 




















Our first problem was to borrow 

tractor to cut the weeds. I felt that 
if we cut the weeds, fixed the root 
and broken glass it 


wou!'d be a big accomplishment in any 


repla ed the 


man’s life. From my own personai 
experience in the mission fields, I can 
say that Almighty God gives the gift 
of vision to His pioneers. Amidst try- 
ing circumstances they see the possi 
bilities or what can be accomplished 


with a combination of their stick-to 


it-iveness and the never failing Grace 


and Providence of God. The mission- 


ary saying Mass in a rented store for 


his little flock looks beyond today’s 
horizon and sees his future church, 
rectory, school and convent. Like 
Christ he endures the shame and 
hardship for the glory that is placed 
before him. 

In cleaning out the building we 
found among the debris almost every- 
thing from a baby’s bathtub to Julius 
Caesar without a leg. Everything 
happened to us from whole ceilings 
falling down on top of us to Brother 
Roger, my constant companion, fall- 
ing down the cellar staircase. When 
I picked him up, Brother said, “This 
place reminds me of a haunted house 
in Brooklyn.” 

The attic was a place of never-end 
Oh, brother, what a 
mess! There was a portrait of Theo 
dore Roosevelt full of buckshot. All 
that he missed in the charge up San 
Juan hill, he got in the attic at Mon 
tour. There was a grand piano with 


ing wonders 


out a key board and another without 
legs. All the broken chairs of ninety 
for safe 
The class graduation pic 


years were sent up there 
keeping 
tures of the gay nineties were some 
thing to behold. 
flowing mustaches and young ladies 
in high pompadours and hoop skirts. 
We tried to imagine what happened 
to them. Later we met some of them 
flesh. One graduate is now 
president of the local bank; another 
is the sold us 
the place; another is the school super 
Still an 
other is the Chinese Ambassador to 
the United States. We also found 
grandfather clocks and 
old bathtubs, 


shoe 


Young men in 


in the 
real estate agent who 


intendent of a nearby city 


<" P 
faded roses, 


and spinning wheels, 
football 


and m 


trees anc helmets, 
jars; 
Baptist 

f Pere 
ture of 
S.muel’s 
uld not 
to clean 
brothers 
all leave 
John’s at 
tories up 
d. I shall 
in next 


iker forms 
find in 
of Our Lad 
With this 
de and Fath 


utside we 


and, of all things t 
attic, a pictur: 


ual Help. 


Yur Lady in 
] 


buried 
. It took us seven mont 
ut the attic. The Collyer 
had n thing on u Well, I 
you now in the attic of St 
Montcur Falls. It is 
» you will be close to G 
try to finish the histor 
month’s edition of The La 


meda 


seven 





